
New dogs needed for two ongoing 
Oncology studies
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I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

The Ohio State University Clinical Trials Office is currently recruiting  
new patients to partifcipate in two ongoing oncology studies. The 
first study is the Compassionate use of KPT-335 in dogs with 
spontaneous tumors. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the 
safety and tolerability of KPT-335 given on a compassionate use 
basis to dogs with failed/metastatic lymphoma, mast cell tumor, 
osteosarcoma, and melanoma.

The other study is the Evaluation of four STA-1474 dosing regimens 
in dogs with mast cell tumors. The goal of this study is to determine 
response rates in dogs with mast cell tumors receiving STA-1474 
using 4 different dosing regimens. 

For more information see Page 2

Dogs are still needed!
Has your dog been diagnosed with bladder 
cancer? If so your dog may qualify for a pilot 
study being conducted at the Ohio State University 
Veterinary Medical Center using Vinblastine/
Palladia Therapy. To see if your pet meets the 
qualifications see Page 5  

Great Danes Need!
The Clinical Trials Office is still recruiting 
Great Danes with and without signs of cervical 
spondylomyelopathy. To see if your dog meets 
the study qualifications see Page 4
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Compassionate use of KPT-335 in dogs with lymphoma

The Ohio State University is currently enrolling dogs for a study to evaluate the safety and tolerability 
of KPT-335 given on a compassionate use basis to dogs with failed/metastatic lymphoma, mast cell 
tumor, osteosarcoma, and melanoma. 

For your dog to be enrolled into the study he/she much be diagnosed with lymphoma, mast cell 
tumor, metastatic osteosarcoma, or melanoma. The patient may have failed standard therapy 
or there may be no other known effective antineoplastic therapeutic options, or the owner may elect to 
enter the patient in lieu of standard therapy. Must be at least 1 year of age with an estimated life expectancy 
of at least 28 days with no evidence of brain metastasis. Have dequate organ function as indicated by standard 
laboratory tests. Any prior chemotherapy or radiation must be completed at least 2 weeks prior to enrolling into 
the study. The pet owner must be able to orally administer drug according to designated schedule. Also the dog 
cannot be less than 2 weeks from a major surgical procedure. The sponsor will cover study associated costs for 
screening, exam fees, labwork and upto $750 for any adverse events or concomitant medication.

Contact: Dr. Moore Phone: (614) 292-3551
Clinical Trials Office- Phone: 614-688-5713 or 614-247-8706 Email clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu

Evaluation of four STA-1474 dosing regimens in dogs with mast cell tumors

Dr. Cheryl London, a board certified oncologist is looking for dogs diagnosed with mast cell tumors (MCT) to 
determine the response rates in dogs receiving the heat shock protein 90(HSP90) inhibitor, STA-1474,  using 4 
different dosing regimens. Heat shock protein 90 (HSP90) is a chaperone protein important in the maintenance 
of several cellular proteins such as the oncogene Kit. Adequate HSP90 activity is considered to be critical for the 
survival of several types of cancer cells. In support of this notion, both non-clinical and clinical work with a variety 
of HSP90 inhibitors have demonstrated clinical efficacy. 

To qualify for enrollment into this study your dog must a a cytologic or histologic diagnosis of MCT. The dog needs 
to be at least 1 year of age with an estimated life expectancy of at least 8 weeks. The animal must not have 
evidence of a systemic disease. The dog must not have received prior chemotherapy (including Kit inhibitors) or 
radiation therapy although can have received prednisone. All costs associated with this study are covered by the 
study including management of any side effects that may occur. 

Contact: Clinical Trials Office- Phone: 614-688-5713 or 614-247-8706 or clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu

The role of hsp70, IL-1ß and TNF- α responses in recovery after canine spinal cord 
injury; a pilot investigation

Dr. Moore, a board certified neurologist, is recruiting dogs with spinal cord injuries study. Her study involves 
obtaining spinal fluid (via a spinal tap) from dogs with SCI caused by intervertebral disc extrusion (IVDE) in order to 
evaluate it for the markers of inflammation listed above. We will correlate the concentrations of these inflammatory 
markers with two assessments of injury severity- a locomotor gait score (to assess movement of the legs) and a 
sensory threshold score (to assess how well your dog can feel his toes). We will compare these results to determine 
whether increased amounts of inflammation correlate with more severe injury, or with long term recovery. The 
presence of pro-inflammatory molecules such as hsp70, IL-1ß and TFN-α in spinal fluid may represent important 
prognostic indicators of recovery as well as potential therapeutic targets to improve functional outcome in canine 
SCI patients.

To qualify for enrollment in this study, dogs must have an acute spinal cord injury caused by an intervertebral disc 
extrusion that is severe enough to require surgery.  Also he/she must not have received steroids within 7 days of 
admission to the study. The study will cover $100 towards the client’s bill and cover study costs associated with study 
follow up visits.

Contact: Dr. Moore Phone: (614) 292-3551
Clinical Trials Office- Phone: 614-688-5713 or 614-247-8706 or clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu
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Autologous Blood Solution for Equine 
Osteoarthritis

Dr. Bertone, Endowed Chair of Equine Clinical Medicine 
and Surgery, Department of Veterinary Clinical 
Sciences is looking to recruit horses for an ongoing 
study to test the ability of a concentrated, activated, 
autologous blood solution to increase therapeutic 
mediators in joints and reduce lameness in horses with 
osteoarthritis. Osteoarthritis is a degenerative disease 
affecting joints. 

To qualify for enrollment into this study your horse 
must have a confirmed diagnosis of Osteoarthritis. The 
horse must be off all pain medications 1 week prior 
to appointment and should not have had any joint 
injections within 2 months of enrollment. *Please note 
your horse will spend approximately two weeks at 
the medical facility. The costs for testing, sedations, 
board, treadmill and force plate, and treatment will 
be paid for by the sponsor of this pilot study. That 
includes the physical exams, x-rays if necessary, and all 
biochemical and blood tests as well as the technology 
used to harvest your horse’s blood therapy.

Contact: Alicia.Bertone@cvm.osu.edu
Clinical Trials Office- Phone: 614-688-5713 or 
614-247-8706 or clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu

Improving outcome in dogs with glomerular disease via pharmacodynamic-based 
dosing of enalapril

Dr. Barrak Pressler is recruiting dogs for a kidney disease study. He would like to 
determine if higher doses than those currently recommended of an angiotensin converting 
enzyme (ACE)-inhibitor, enalapril, will further reduce urine protein excretion in dogs with 
glomerular disease, increase survival time, slow rate of decline in kidney function, and 
delay onset of azotemia. One in five pet dogs will develop kidney disease. Proteinuric 
glomerular diseases may be the underlying cause of chronic renal failure in at least 50% of 
canine patients with chronic renal failure. 

In order for your to be eligible for this study he/she must have primary glomerular disease 
(biopsy confirmation is not required).  Dogs must have a UPC ≥3.0. Also, dogs cannot have 
a serum creatinine concentration >1.5 mg/dl or nephrotic syndrome. The animal cannot be 
diagnosed with any concurrent disease that alters kidney function, or have any concurrent 
disease that will likely result in less than 12 months of survival. The owners must commit to 
returning to OSU for regular recheck appointments. The study will pay for 
study-associated costs for each follow-up visit.  Clients are responsible for charges associated with the initial 
screening visit, purchase of enalapril, and any other medications needed for standard treatment of their dog’s 
kidney disease. If an unexpected event occurs which is associated with the initial or recheck appointments at 
OSU, or is presumptively due to an increase in enalapril dose, the study will cover up to $1000 of the treatment-
associated costs.

Clinical Trials Office- Phone: 614-688-5713 or 614-247-8706 or clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu

Clinical Assessment of ZP-1 in Reducing 
Clinical Symptoms Associated with KCS in 
Dogs

The Ohio State University is currently recruiting dogs for a 
Dry Eye Study. The goal of this study is to evaluate ZP-1 
(P-1046)  a topical ophthalmic prescription pharmaceutical 
product for the treatment of canine keratoconjunctivitis 
sicca that is administered twice a day. 

Keratoconjunctivitis sicca (Dry Eye) is a common ophthalmic 
disease that affects humans and dogs.  The prevalence of 
dry eye in humans is reported to be 14%.  In animals, the 
American Cocker Spaniel is the most commonly affected 
breed with a prevalence of 20%.  The overall prevalence 
of dry eye in the canine has been reported to be 4%.

To qualify for this study dogs must have a confirmed 
diagnosis of KCS (STT <15mm/mm). Also the dog must 
be treatment naive. The sponsor will cover all study 
associated costs as well as provide clients with a $300 
preloaded credit card at the completion of the study.

Contact: Clinical Trials Office- Phone: 614-688-5713 or 
614-247-8706 or clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu
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Clinical Trial Highlight

The Clinical Trials Office is recruiting Great Danes to 
characterize the anatomic, pathologic and biochemical 
features of Wobbler syndrome using CT (computerized 
tomography), MRI (magnetic resonance imaging), CSF 
(cerebrospinal fluid)  analysis and electrodiagnostic 
tests and compare the same features to those of normal 
Great Danes.

Wobbler syndrome, also known as Cervical 
Spondylomyelopathy (CSM), is the most common spinal 
disease of giant and large breed dogs, with Great Danes 
and Dobermans being the most commonly affected 
breeds. This disease frequently affects young Great 
Dane dogs, causing compression of spinal structures, 
leading up to pain and neurological debilitation (the 
syndrome name comes from “wobbling” walk).  Despite 
the frequency of CSM in Great Danes very little is known 
about the disease in this breed. Wobbler syndrome 
is a frustrating disease because treatment is difficult, 
expensive and yields variable results. The key reason 
for this is poor understanding of the mechanisms causing 
the disease.
Inclusion criteria:

We plan to enroll 15 clinically normal Great Danes as 
determined by physical and neurologic exam, and 15 
clinically CSM affected Great Danes as determined on 
neurological exam.
Study design:

All dogs will undergo cervical radiographs, CT of the 
cervical spine and motor evoked potential (MEP) studies 
under sedation, and MRI of the cervical spine and lumbar 
CSF collection under general anesthesia.

Owners of CSM- affected dogs will be responsible 
for covering the costs of: Initial hospital service fee 
and initial neurologic exam, bloodwork, cervical spine 
radiographs, boarding, as well as the costs related to 
the treatment of cervical spondylomyelopathy (surgical 
or medical).
       
The study will cover all costs related to the normal Great 
Danes’ examination and procedures. It will also pay for 
the costs of general anesthesia, MRI, CT, CSF, MEP and 
one recheck exam for the CSM-affected Great Danes.

If you would like to find out more information about 
this study please contact the Clinical Trials Office at 
clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu or by phone at 
(614) 688-5713.

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/characterization-cervical-
spine-great-danes-and-without-s igns-cer vical-
spondylomyelopathy

Characterization of the cervical spine of Great Danes with 
and without signs of cervical spondylomyelopathy
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The Ohio State University’s Clinical Trials Office is 
recruiting dogs who have been diagnosed with bladder 
cancer. This study will focus on  first determining whether 
a new combination of drugs to treat Transitional Cell 
Carcinoma (TCC) is more effective than the currently 
available therapies, and to also determine whether CT 
will be more accurate in measuring the TCC before and 
after treatment. A total of ten dogs will be enrolled into 
the study. The two drugs to be combined in this clinical 
trial are vinblastine, a chemotherapy agent used to 
treat several different cancers in dogs, and Palladia, 
an oral drug that works by blocking the signaling of 
several receptors, including VEGFR2 and PDGFR. 

For your pet to qualify he/she must be at least one 
year old with a life expectancy of at least 16 weeks, 
have a measurable TCC of the urinary bladder; have 
no evidence of other illnesses like kidney, liver or heart 
disease and no previous chemotherapy treatments. 
Previous treatment with NSAIDs and surgery are 
accepted. Once your dog has been determined eligible 
for the study 

Dogs with a diagnosis of TCC of the urinary bladder 
will have initial tests performed to determine whether 
he/she is eligible for the study including bloodwork and 
chest x-rays.  If so, then a baseline ultrasound scan, CT 
scan and cystoscopy will be performed. Once these 
have been completed, patients will receive vinblastine 
once every 2 weeks for a total of 8 treatments, and 
Palladia orally every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
for a total of 16 weeks.  All dogs will need to return to 
the Veterinary Medical Center 1 week following the first 

treatment, then every 2 weeks for a total of 16 weeks 
for physical examination, bloodwork and to receive the 
vinblastine treatments.  The abdominal ultrasound will 
be repeated at weeks 4, 8, 12, and 16 of the study 
(this does not require anesthesia) and the CT scan will 
be repeated at weeks 8 and 16 of the study (this does 
require general anesthesia). 

The study will cover the majority of the cost associated 
with the visits (around $4500 per patient for the total 
duration of the study). Palladia will be provided free of 
charge for 6 months after the study is completed. The 
owner will be responsible for the initial office visit and 
screening test which is estimated to cost around $450.  
For each treatment visit the owner will be responsible 
for recheck and hospital fees. 

If you would like to find out more information about 
this study please contact the Clinical Trials Office at 
clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu or by phone at 
(614) 688-5713.

h t t p : / / v e t . o s u . e d u / v m c / p i l o t - s t u d y -
vinblastinepalladia-therapy-canine-transitional-cell-
carcinoma

 

Clinical Trial Highlight
A Pilot Study of Vinblastine/Palladia Therapy for Canine 

Transitional Cell Carcinoma

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/pilot-study-vinblastinepalladia-therapy-canine-transitional-cell-carcinoma-effect-ivabradine-novel-i-f-current-inhibitor-dynamic-obstruction-left-ventricular-ou
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/pilot-study-vinblastinepalladia-therapy-canine-transitional-cell-carcinoma-effect-ivabradine-novel-i-f-current-inhibitor-dynamic-obstruction-left-ventricular-ou
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/pilot-study-vinblastinepalladia-therapy-canine-transitional-cell-carcinoma-effect-ivabradine-novel-i-f-current-inhibitor-dynamic-obstruction-left-ventricular-ou
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/pilot-study-vinblastinepalladia-therapy-canine-transitional-cell-carcinoma-effect-ivabradine-novel-i-f-current-inhibitor-dynamic-obstruction-left-ventricular-ou
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/pilot-study-vinblastinepalladia-therapy-canine-transitional-cell-carcinoma-effect-ivabradine-novel-i-f-current-inhibitor-dynamic-obstruction-left-ventricular-ou
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patieNt Of the MONth

Charlie is an 8 year old Standard Poodle who 
initially came to the OSU VMC for evaluation of 
enlarged lymph nodes in Septmeber of this year.  
He was diagnosed with B cell lymphoma and he 
also had a very low platelet count, secondary 
to destruction of his platelets. He was started on 
standard chemotherapy and unfortunately he did 
not respond well.  Charlie’s owner then elected to 
enter him into a clinical trial exploring the safety 
and activity of a new anti-cancer drug that may 
be useful for the treatment of lymphoma.  Charlie 
received KPT-276, an inhibitor of a cell protein 
called CRM1, every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday for 3 weeks at which point his lymphoma 
went into remission.  Also, his platelet count became 
normal again on treatment.  Charlie continues to 
receive the KPT compound now and is doing quite 
well.  His owner reports that his energy is back 
and he is doing all of the things he loves to do 
including competing in agility trials.



Ophthalmology
The Histological Effect of Semi-Conductor Diode 
Laser Trans-Scleral Cyclophotocoagulation on 
Buphthalmic Equine Globes 
• Horses with a blind glaucomatous eye  that  
are already undergoing general anesthesia to 
have the eye removed. Study covers histologic 
processing  of the globe and will deduct $100 
from the client  bill

Orthopedics
 A Randomized Clinical Trial of Cemented versus 
Cementless Total Knee Replacement (TKR) in 
Dogs
• Diagnosis of degenerative joint disease. Clients 
receive implants at no cost, a $1000 savings   

Oncology 
Impact of Palladia/Piroxicam/
Cyclophosphamide Maintenance Therapy on 
the Survival Time of Dogs .with Appendicular 
Osteosarcoma Following Amputation and 
Carboplatin Chemotherapy
• Histologically confirmed diagnosis of OSA. The 
study covers the cost of Carboplatin and Palladia, 
as well as providing a total of approximately 
$650 towards recheck visits.
 
A Multi-Center Study Examining the Efficacy 
of  Palladia as a Primary and/or Adjuvant in 
the Treatment of Feline Oral Squamous Cell 
Carcinoma
 • Confirmed diagnosis of feline oral SCC. 
Palladia will be provided at no cost for the 
duration of the study
 
Examining the Efficacy of Palladia as a Primary 
and/or Adjuvant in the Treatment of Canine 
Nasal Carcinoma: A Multicenter Study
• Histologically confirmed nasal carcinoma. 
The study will cover most recheck visits and 
tests (bloodwork, CT scans) performed after 
the Palladia therapy is initiated representing a 
savings of approximately $3100
 
Phase I Evaluation of Gold Nanorods in Dogs 
with Solid Tumors
• Dogs with an external solid tumor. Study will 
cover all fees associated with the study, client is 
responsible for initial office visit

Radiology
Computed Tomography for Evaluation of Canine 
Intestinal Obstruction
• Dogs that are having abdominal surgery for 
a non-intestinal problem or dogs with suspected 
intestinal obstruction. Includes free abdominal 
radiographs and CT plus $200 incentive toward 
final bill
 
 
 
 

Cardiology
Acute Effect of Ivabradin, a Novel If Current 
Inhibitor, on Dynamic Obstruction of the Left 
Ventricular Outflow Track in Cats with Preclinical 
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy
• Cats with asymptomatic, stable HCM that are 
currently not on any treatment. Client receives 
$220 toward study costs
 
The Acute Effects of Pimbendam on the Left Atrial 
and Auricular Function: An Echocardiographic 
Study in Cats with Cardiomyopathy and Stable 
Congestive Heart Failure
• Diagnosed congestive heart failure that has 
been well controlled for at least 7 days. Study 
covers all visits associated with the study; clients 
are responsible for initial work-up 

Critical Care
Incidence of Urinary Tract Infection Associated 
with Urinary Catheterization in Feline Urethral 
Obstruction
The aim of this study is to determine how often 
a urinary tract infection (UTI) is present before 
and after urethral catheterization in obstructed 
domestic male cats, as well as to determine the 
most common types of bacteria to cause a UTI 
in these patients along with the best type of 
antibiotic to use.

Characterization of Coagulation Changes 
in Acutely Traumatized Dogs Using 
Thromboelastography
The goal of this study to determine the presence 
or absences of significant hemostatic changes 
in hemorrhage secondary to acute trauma in 
healthy, adult dogs using thromboelastography.

Abdominal Effusion Associated with 
Decompressive Cystocentesis in Male Cats with 
Urethral Obstruction
The aim of this study is to determine whether 
abdominal effusion is present prior to 
cystocentesis in cats with urethral obstruction 
and whether effusion develops or worsens after 
cystocentesis is performed.

Food Animal
Serum Haptoglobin-MMP9 Complexes in Cattle
The purpose of this study is to verify the utility 
of the presence of a white blood cell protein 
complex that is released during serious bacterial 
infections. The goal is to obtain serum samples 
from cattle with a variety of conditions to ensure 
that the serum protein complex is only present 
in very ill animals and not in animals with less 
severe diseases.

Please visit our website 
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/clinical-trials 

to find out more information about these and other clinical trials
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Preclinical comparison of three indenoisoquinolone 
candidates in tumor-bearing dogs:

This clinical trial sponsored by the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) assesses the safety and effectiveness of three newly 
developed chemotherapy agents (Indenoisoquinolines) 
when given to dogs with lymphoma. Although this class 
of compounds has shown efficacy in a variety of cancers, 
interest in developing new topoisomerase I inhibitors, 
Indenoisoquinolines, are currently being evaluated in 
human patients as agents with improved drug stability 
and measurable blood levels.

Eligibility Criteria
Histologically confirmed LSA• 
Minimal node size of 2 cm• 
Both newly diagnoses and those with recurrent/• 
relapse disease
No concurrent chemotherapy or radiation therapy• 
Corticosteroid washout of 7 days prior to study • 
drug
No significant morbid illness• 

Clinician: Dr. Bill Kisseberth

COTC018: Evaluation of Iniparib in tumor bearing 
dogs to define its pharmacokinetic profile and 
biological activity

The National Cancer Institute will be conducting an open 
label, prospective preclinical trial of intravenously (IV) 
administered Iniparib in tumor bearing dogs. Iniparib, 
(BSI-201), is a novel anticancer agent with demonstrated 
activity in early human clinical trials.  The first phase will 
be a dose escalation study in dogs with solid tumors 
(histologies to include: melanoma, head and neck 
carcinoma, mammary carcinoma, soft tissue sarcomas).

Eligibility Criteria
histologically or cytologically confirmed melanoma, • 
head and neck carcinoma or soft tissue sarcoma 
(amenable to serial biopsy)
histologically confirmed malignant mammary • 
carcinoma (malignancy must be confirmed to 
establish eligibility)
naïve disease• 
favorable performance status; Grade 0 or 1• 
dogs > 10 kgs•	
No previous chemotherapy or radiation• 

Clinician: Dr. Bill Kisseberth

We welcome Nadia Ruffin as part of our 
team in the clinical trials office. Nadia joined 
the Clinical Trials Office in November of this 
year. She received her B.S. in Agriculture 
(majored in Animal Sciences) from the Ohio 
State University in 2005. She has had the 
opportunity to work at the ODA and at the 
University of Georgia’s CVM doing Chronic 
Wasting Disease Testing and working 
on Research Projects in the Small Animal 
Medicine Department. She is very excited 
about joining the Clinical Trials Office. 

Pictured: Top Row (Clinical Trials) Nicole Stingle, RVT; Nadia Ruffin, BS; Tamra Mathie, RVT; Sandra Barnard, 
DVM; Cheryl London, DVM. Bottom Row ( Tissue Bank) Bill Kisseberth, DVM; Holly Borghese, DVM

Look for us at the OVMA Midwest Vet Conference 
February 23-26, 2012 for the latest updates in 

clinical trials. 

Contact us at: 
clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu 

or by phone at 
(614) 688-5713 

for more information.upcOMiNg studies

Newsletter designed by Nadia Ruffin

http://www.mvcinfo.org/
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