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How Curing Cancer in Dogs at Ohio State Helps Humans 

Comparative oncology explores the biology and therapy of 
naturally occurring cancer in animals. Scientists are now 
finding that certain types of cancer in dogs are remarkably 
similar to those in humans, in both how they develop and 
how they behave in response to treatment. 

Both humans and pets benefit from clinical trials in the 
veterinary setting. The pets and their owners have access to 
advanced, state-of-the art care at little to no cost while 
critical information regarding the disease process and 
response to therapy is gained that can be used to advance 

the treatment of human disease says Cheryl London, a member of the Molecular 
Biology and Cancer Genetics program in the Ohio State University 
Comprehensive Cancer Center – Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard 
J. Solove Research Institute.  

“The goal of what we do in dogs with cancer is to evaluate potential new 
therapies so that we can help understand how the drugs may work on cancer in 
humans,” says London, who is an associate professor in the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Ohio State. 

To view full story and view video, go to:  

http://vet.osu.edu/cvm/how-curing-cancer-dogs-ohio-state-helps-humans-too  

http://vet.osu.edu/cvm/how-curing-cancer-dogs-ohio-state-helps-humans-too


Dr. Brad Bolon Joins the Department of Veterinary Biosciences 

 
Dr. Brad Bolon has joined the department as Associate 
Professor-Clinical.  He will provide diagnostic and research 
pathology support with an emphasis on the phenotypic 
characterization of genetically modified mice and exploratory 
toxicity testing. In this capacity, he will serve as Associate 
Director of the Comparative Pathology and Mouse 
Phenotyping (CPMP) Shared Resource.   
 
 
 

 
Dr. Bolon is a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Pathologists 
(ACVP, anatomic pathology specialty, 1991) and American Board of Toxicology 
(1996, re-certified 2001 and 2006) as well as a Fellow of the Academy of 
Toxicological Sciences (2011) and International Academy of Toxicologic 
Pathology (2007).  He has written prolifically and is regularly invited to speak at 
national and international meetings on his twin professional interests of 
genetically engineered mouse pathology (especially in embryos and fetuses) and 
neuropathology.  From 2004 to 2011, Dr. Bolon maintained a solo consulting 
practice (GEMpath, for “Genetically Engineered Mouse Pathology”).  
 
We are extremely pleased to welcome Dr. Bolon to our faculty. 

To read more of his bio, go to: http://vet.osu.edu/bolon-brad  

Dr. Kate Hayes-Ozello Becomes a Certified Research Administrator and 
Elected to Administrative Research Council  

Dr. Kate Hayes-Ozello recently became a Certified Research Administrator 
through the Research Administrators Certification Council.  
The Council’s role is to certify that an individual, through 
experience and testing, has the fundamental knowledge 
necessary to be a professional research or sponsored 
programs administrator. In addition, she was elected to the 
Steering Committee of the OSU Administrative Research 
Council (ARC).  ARC is a network that brings together 
administrative personnel involved in grants management from 
across the University.  Delegates are appointed by their 
colleges. ARC focuses on information exchange, education 
and training, grants policy and procedure development, 

process improvement and other activities that support faculty research and 
scholarship.  
 

http://vet.osu.edu/bolon-brad


2011 Veterinary Biosciences Residents/PhD Trainees 
 
We are proud to welcome three new resident/PhD trainees to the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences. 
 
Christopher Koivisto  

 
Dr. Christopher Koivisto plans to complete a residency in 
Anatomic Pathology and PhD in the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences. Dr. Koivisto received his Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine from North Carolina State University in 
May of this year. While he was in veterinary school, Dr. 
Koivisto was awarded a pre-doctoral fellowship from the 
National Institute of Environment Health Sciences (NIEHS) 
from 2007-2011. At NIEHS, Dr. Koivisto studied protein 
expression in islet cell tumors from rats, comparing them to 
what has been reported in human cancer. In addition to 
cancer biology, his other research interests include 

cardiovascular disease and immunology. Dr. Koivisto enjoys collaborating with 
fellow clinicians and researchers in order to provide the best possible care for 
veterinary patients. 
 
Dimitria Mathys 

Dr. Dimitria Mathys joined the combined Clinical Pathology 
residency and PhD program in the Department of Veterinary 
Biosciences. Prior to coming to the Ohio State University, 
Dr. Mathys attended the University of Pennsylvania School 
of Veterinary Medicine, completing her VMD in May of 2011. 
She earned a Master of Science in Public Health from 
George Washington University in 2007, specializing in 
Microbiology and Emerging Infectious Diseases. Dr. Mathys 
began her academic career at Rutgers University, where 
she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Biological 
Sciences. Her research interests include Public Health and 
Epidemiology.   

 
Lauren Mattei 

 
Dr. Lauren Mattei is part of the combined Anatomic 
Pathology residency/PhD program in the department of 
Veterinary Biosciences. Prior to commencing her residency, 
Dr. Mattei obtained her Bachelor of Science in Biology in 
2006 and Doctor of Veterinary Medicine in 2011 at The Ohio 
State University. In 2009, Dr. Mattei participated in the 
Student Summer Research Program at OSU in Dr. Prosper 
Boyaka’s laboratory, investigating the role of IL-17 in 



mucosal immune responses. Her research interests include infectious disease, 
immunology, and tumor biology. Dr. Mattei lives in Clintonville with her fiancé 
Mark and two tiny dogs, Pierre and Chalo. 
 

Selected Publications, Presentations, Meetings, Awards: 
 
Publications: 
 
Li M, Kannian P, Yin H, Kesic M, Green PL: Human T Lymphotropic Virus Type 1 
(HTLV-1) Regulatory and Accessory Gene Transcript Expression and Export are not 
Rex-Dependent. AIDS Res Hum Ret 2011, In Press. 
 
Lairmore MD, Anupam R, Bowden N, Haines R, Haynes II, RHA, Ratner L, Green PL: 
Molecular determinants of human T-lymphotropic virus type 1 transmission and spread. 
Viruses, 2011 3, 1131-1165; doi:10.3390/v3071131 
 
Kannian P, Yin H, Doueiri R, Green PL: Cellular tropism exhibited by human T 
lymphotropic virus type 1 and type 2 (HTLV-2). Retrovirology 2011, 8 (Suppl 1):A176 
 
St Gelais, C., and Wu L. SAMHD1: a new insight into HIV-1 restriction in 
myeloid cells. Retrovirology. 2011; 8:55. http://www.retrovirology.com/content/8/1/55 
 
de Silva S., Wu L. TRIM5 acts as more than a retroviral restriction 
factor. Viruses. 2011; 3(7):1204-1209. http://www.mdpi.com/1999-4915/3/7/1204/ 
 
Presentations: 
 
Eason Hildreth, graduate student in the laboratories of Drs. Thomas Rosol and Ramiro 
Toribio has been selected to present at the 2011 American Society for Bone and Mineral 
Research (ASBMR) Annual Meeting in the President’s Poster Competition in San Diego 
in September. He has also been selected to present at the NIH National Graduate 
Student Research Conference (NGSRC) in October. This is a two-day event at the NIH 
in Bethesda, Maryland, in which 150 graduate students from across the country have 
been invited to present their work and meet with NIH investigators in their area of 
research. These represent major opportunities for a career in science and academia. 
Congratulations! 
 

 

Meetings:  

 
Drs. Sarah Chaney, Kristin Lewis, 
Robyn Haines, Famke Aeffner, Beth 
Chaffee and Lisa Berman-Booty 
(pictured left to right) attended the 
30th Annual Meeting of the 
Midwestern Association of Veterinary 
Pathologist at the Illinois Beach 
Resort. All gave presentations on 
remarkable histopathology lesions. 

http://www.retrovirology.com/content/8/1/55
http://www.mdpi.com/1999-4915/3/7/1204/


Their attendance was made possible through the monetary support of the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences. The meeting was organized by our department’s own graduate, 
Dr. Wayne Buck and sponsored by Abbott Laboratories. Dr. Famke Aeffner received a 
student speaker award for her presentation of a case of synovial osteochondromatosis. 

 
Dr. Thomas Rosol will be traveling to China Oct 10-24 on a trade mission to create 
business connections with Contract Research Laboratories that do preclinical and safety 
research for pharmaceutical companies. The purpose of this trip is to develop 
collaborations with Chinese CROs related to toxicologic pathology and inform them of 
educational opportunities in veterinary and toxicologic pathology at OSU. 

 

Awards: 
 
Alaina Martinez of the Boris-Lawrie lab was awarded a  pre-doctoral fellowship on the 
CMIB T-32 training grant. 
 
Staff Feature: Lisa Joseph  
 

Lisa Joseph is a Research Associate in Dr. Ian Davis' lab. She 
grew up in Sheffield Lake, Ohio and has been a Registered 
Veterinary Technician since 2002.  Before joining VBS, she 
spent six years at Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio studying stem cell research and three years as 
a Laboratory Animal Health Technician for ULAR at The Ohio 
State University. Due to her extensive experience with mice in a 
laboratory setting, Lisa is supporting all ongoing mouse-related 
research and procedures in Dr. Davis' lab as well as maintaining 
several breeding colonies. When she is not working, she enjoys 
spending time with her husband and her 11-month old son, 
Mason. We are all happy to have Lisa in the VBS family! 

 
 
Announcements: 
 
The 2010-2011 Staff Professional Development series has concluded and we would like 
to congratulate the following people for successfully completing 8 or more of the 10 
workshops in the series.   
  
Judy Dubena 
Stacey Gallant 
Elizabeth Hope 
Cathy Leuszler 
Tracy Marsh 
Kelley Norris 
Pam Pugh 
Lenore Southerland 
Sandi Weber 
 
Each participant received a certificate presented at the CVM Summer Cookout on 
August 12th sponsored by the Morale Action Team of the VMC Culture Change Council. 



 
Several people have expressed an interest in a continuation with the program and more 
classes will be developed and offered in the fall.  Please let Joelle Nielsen know if you 
have any ideas of classes/workshops in which you would be interested or presenters 
that you would think would be especially informative and/or engaging.   
 
 
CVM Work-life Committee News Update: 
 
The CVM WLC has been working hard on redefining our mission and restructuring some 
of our responsibilities. The first thing we did was to develop a new mission statement:  
"The mission of The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine Work/Life 
Committee is to advance awareness and access to work/life balance by promoting 
physical, intellectual, emotional, social and/or spiritual wellness among members of the 
OSU-CVM community". 
 
Anonymous feedback system: 
 
The CVM WLC has restructured the anonymous feedback system. The current system 
for providing anonymous feedback is offered via a link on MyCVM that automatically 
forwards the feedback to a member of the Work/Life team.  The goal is provide a 
“template” for providing constructive feedback. We support the opportunity to submit 
anonymous feedback as a communication tool for members of the CVM community who 
do not know where else to provide feedback and/or are not comfortable talking to the 
appropriate people for a variety of reasons.   

Wellness News: August is Psoriasis Awareness Month 

Psoriasis, the most prevalent autoimmune disease in the country, is a chronic, genetic, 
non contagious disease of the immune system that appears on the skin, affecting as 
many as 7.5 million Americans. Up to 30 percent of those with psoriasis develop 
psoriatic arthritis, which causes swelling of the joints. Sponsored by the National 
Psoriasis Foundation each August, Psoriasis Awareness Month is dedicated to raising 
awareness, educating the public, and dispelling myths about these diseases. 
 
For more information, go to: http://www.psoriasis.org/page.aspx?pid=937  
 

  

For comments or suggestions for our newsletter, please contact Ms. Elizabeth Hope, 
Program Assistant at hope.18@osu.edu Department of Veterinary Biosciences. 

http://www.psoriasis.org/page.aspx?pid=937
outbind://6/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK3F/hope.18@osu.edu

