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VMC Spine Disease Study Seeks 
“Affected” and Healthy Dogs

Autumn is always filled with 
excitement as students return to 
campus, football season kicks off 
and the changing leaves provide 
magnificent color! 
This issue of Update for Veterinarians
continues the themes of excitement 
and magnificence, as we feature a 

clinical trial that helps us better understand spine 
disease (DLSS) in mid- to large-sized dogs. This study 
will be the foundation for future therapeutic and genetic 
studies of DLSS in dogs. 
We also salute Dr. Richard Bednarski who is retiring 
after 45 amazing years of service to academia and 
the veterinary community, and we welcome our new 

Canine degenerative lumbosacral stenosis (DLSS), also known as cauda equina 
syndrome, is a common disease that affects the lower back (lumbosacral spine) 
of primarily large breed dogs of middle to advanced age. Because there is no 
consensus on treatment, DLSS management generally focuses on analgesic 
and anti-inflammatory drugs and lifestyle changes.
Clinical investigators at The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 
(VMC) hope to change that through their clinical trial focused on the use of 
advanced diagnostic tools in dogs with DLSS.
“In order to fully comprehend the disease, we need to perform advanced 
imaging mimicking all positions of the spine, also known as kinematic MRI, in 
both healthy and affected dogs to see exactly what the differences are,” says 
Dr. Ronaldo da Costa, professor of Neurology and Neurosurgery.

From the Director
chair of the Department of Clinical Sciences, a small 
animal soft tissue surgeon, a medical oncologist and an 
additional VMC–Dublin urgent care clinician. 
Fall is certainly a time of change! We hope you have a 
wonderful fall season. Thank you for your continued 
partnership and referrals. 

Karin Zuckerman, MHSA, MBA
VMC Director
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Spine Disease Study - continued

Dr. Angela Marolf Named 
New Chair, Department of 
Veterinary Clinical Sciences

The College of Veterinary Medicine 
welcomes Dr. Angela Marolf as chair of 
the Department of Veterinary Clinical 
Sciences, effective October 1. She is 
the first female department chair to be 
named since the college’s founding in 
1885. A leading expert in advanced 
imaging of the canine and feline 
pancreas, Dr. Marolf joins Ohio State 

from Colorado State University College of Veterinary 
and Biomedical Sciences, where she was professor and 
section head of Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging.

DLSS is typically diagnosed using advanced imaging, such as computed tomography (CT) or magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI), he says. The team, led by Dr. da Costa and third-year neurology and neurosurgery resident Dr. Ashley 
Potts, hopes that the newer methods — novel kinematic MRI technique in combination with CT — may lead to 
advances and refinement in the diagnosis of the disease. 
“In addition to dogs having signs compatible with cauda equina syndrome, healthy dogs are also being recruited 
so that comparative study can be conducted,” says Dr. Potts. “It’s an opportunity for these (healthy) dogs to get a 
specialized assessment that might uncover issues owners might naturally overlook.” This study will be the foundation 
for future therapeutic and genetic studies of DLSS in dogs.
Dr. Potts notes that with the newer MRI technique, the dogs will be placed in various positions, including neutral (as 
if they were standing), as well as with the spine flexed and extended. “We are looking to compare the changes that 
occur in the spine in these different positions in healthy and affected dogs,” she says.
The degenerative process affects spinal joints and discs, leading to disc 
herniation nerve root compression, which causes pain, weakness, lameness 
and the reluctance to rise or jump.
“Spine disorders can really affect the patient’s quality of life, so we hope the 
study can help us to better understand the disease process and then guide 
better treatment,” Dr. Potts says.
Stryder Quang, an affected dog that was recently in the study, has 
been managed with steroid epidural injections and oral pain and anti-
inflammatory medications since his imaging and has been doing very well.
 The study covers all costs of the MRI and CT scan, which can run about 
$2,500, a sizeable savings for clients, says Dr. da Costa. To enroll an animal 
for the study, or if you have additional questions, please contact Dr. Ashley 
Potts at potts.367@osu.edu.
Please visit vet.osu.edu/vmc/cto for a full list of current trials. Questions? 
Please contact us at cvm-clinicaltrials@osu.edu or 614-247-8706. 

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

For more details, please visit:
vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education

Upcoming CE Events
College of Veterinary Medicine Continuing Education

Sept. 20-22 - Cincinnati VMA

Fall (TBD) - Lima, Parkersburg, Mansfield
Central Ohio VMA - Equine/Farm Animal
Northeast Ohio- Equine/Farm Animal,
Southwest Ohio

Jan 6 - 6th Annual Equine and Farm Animal 
Conference

Stryder Quang, a patient in the clinical 
trial, has been managing well with 

steroid epidural injections and oral pain 
and anti-inflammatory medications.

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/cto
https://www.facebook.com/OSUVetCollege
https://www.facebook.com/OSUVeterinaryMedicalCenter
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Ohio-State-University-Veterinary-Medical-Center-At-Dublin/483502061720794
https://vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education
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Dr. Richard Bednarski to Retire
It’s no surprise that Richard Bednarski, DVM, considers 
himself “home grown”. 
Dr. Bednarski, who is professor of Anesthesiology 
and Pain Management and chair of the Department of 
Veterinary Clinical Sciences at the Ohio State College of 
Veterinary Medicine, was born and raised in Cleveland. 
And, this first-generation college student is a quadruple 
Buckeye, having received his undergraduate and 
master’s degrees, doctorate of veterinary medicine and 
residency certificate from Ohio State.
With plans to retire in October, Dr. Bednarski says it’s his 
teaching experiences and the privilege to play a role in 
educating tomorrow’s veterinarians that stand out.
“I’m most proud of being a veterinarian,” he says, “and 
of having this tremendous opportunity to serve the 
veterinary community, to be exposed to enthusiastic and 
curious student minds and to provide medical care to 
animals.”
After receiving his undergraduate degree in animal 
science, Dr. Bednarski received his DVM from Ohio 
State’s College of Veterinary Medicine in 1977, followed 
by a year as a farm animal intern. “I got my first taste of 
teaching then,” he says, going out to what were then 
rural areas surrounding Columbus, treating goats, sheep, 
horses and other farm animals.
He completed a residency in theriogenology at Ohio 
State under Dr. Walt Threlfall. But it was his interest 
in physiology and pharmacology that drew him to a 
residency in Anesthesiology, under the direction of Dr. 
William Muir, which then led to his board certification as 
a veterinary anesthesiologist.
His first post-residency position was as assistant 
professor of Anesthesiology at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, followed by his return to Ohio State 
in 1986 in the same role. During his career, he served 
as hospital director of the Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
(now the Veterinary Medical Center), president of the 
Ohio Veterinary Medical Association and president of the 
American College of Veterinary Anesthesiology. He was 
appointed chair of the Department of Veterinary Clinical 

Sciences in 2018. This year marks 45 years in veterinary 
medicine for Dr. Bednarski.
He sees the changes in veterinary medicine and 
education over the years as both a challenge and as 
continually evolving. “The amount of information that 
today’s students must assimilate is far greater than when 
I was a student,” he says.
“It’s our job as educators to help them distill from all of 
that information what is most important to make them 
functional veterinarians after graduation.”
In particular, he sees the College of Veterinary Medicine’s 
Spectrum of Care concept, designed to graduate 
practice-ready veterinarians, as one of the most 
significant curriculum enhancements to date.
Post-retirement, he plans to continue his regular exercise 
regimen. A longtime marathon runner and triathlete, he 
also plans to enjoy more time with his son, daughter-in-
law and granddaughter, who live locally. Dr. Bednarski 
adds he’ll always be grateful for the opportunities he’s 
had at Ohio State.
“There’s just something magical about working on a 
college campus amidst others who share in the wonder 
of learning and the intangible joys associated with 
teaching, and who use their scientific curiosity to help 
improve animal health.”

Transitions and Departures
Dr. Hillary Wentworth has moved from Dublin–VMC Urgent Care to the position of assistant professor-practice track, 
Community Practice, in the Frank Stanton Spectrum of Care Clinic. Congratulations to the following new faculty on their 
transitions to instructor-practice positions: Dr. Kyle Bohland in Behavioral Medicine, Dr. Briana Jordan in Farm Animal 
Medicine and Dr. Alexis Riggs in Small Animal Emergency and Critical Care. 
Departing clinicians include: Dr. Michael Andres, Diagnostic Imaging; Dr. Jessica Hokamp, Clinical Pathology.

Dr. Rich Bednarski with some 
of the training equipment in the 
college’s Veterinary Clinical and 
Professional Skills Center.
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Allyson Sterman, DVM, Assistant Professor-Clinical, Small Animal Soft Tissue Surgery

Shay Bracha, DVM, Associate Professor-Medical Oncology

Taylor Yurick, DVM, Staff Veterinarian

Dr. Brittney Carson thrives on the 
experiences that come with being 
a soft tissue surgeon. “I love the 
tedious nature of managing wounds 
and the melding of surgery, critical 
care and medicine for those cases,” 
she says.
Assistant professor of Small Animal 
Soft Tissue Surgery-Clinical and a 
native of rural Illinois, Dr. Carson 
says everyone in her immediate 
family, excluding her father, is in the 
medical field in some capacity.
“I was fascinated by physiology, 
anatomy and medicine for as long 
as I can remember,” she says. “I’d 
known since I was five years old 
that I wanted to be a veterinarian, 
but I tried on a few alternative 
career options in college because 
I didn’t want to go to school for as 
long as vet school would take.” That 
changed once she decided that the 
time would be worth it and she 
never looked back. 

Dr. Sterman joins the Small Animal Soft Tissue 
Surgery service after serving as clinical assistant 
professor of soft tissue surgery at Purdue 
University College of Veterinary Medicine. She 
received her DVM at The Ohio State University in 
2015, at which time she also received the Ohio 

Dr. Bracha joins the veterinary Medical Oncology 
service after two years as associate professor 
in Small Animal Clinical services at Texas 
A&M University. Prior to that appointment, he 
was assistant professor of veterinary Medical 
Oncology at Oregon State University. He received 

Dr. Yurick joins the VMC–Dublin Urgent Care 
team. A 2017 graduate of the Ohio State College 
of Veterinary Medicine, she worked in veterinary 
outreach as a relief veterinarian for the Humane 
Society of Delaware County, the Cruelty Recovery 
Center at the ASPCA, and the Shelter Outreach 

Faculty Spotlight
“Surgery became a path for me 
when I realized that I could combine 
my love of anatomy with my passion 
for helping patients.” 
Dr. Carson completed her DVM at 
Iowa State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine in 2015 and 
then her internship, residency and 
fellowship in Small Animal Medicine 
and Surgery at Ohio State.
“I do a lot of ear surgery, wound 
management and have recently 
started to see more minimally 
invasive cases,” Dr. Carson says. 
More common cases include 
gastrointestinal surgery for 
mechanical obstruction, urinary tract 
obstruction and cholecystectomies.
The most rewarding part of her job? 
Helping patients, clients and future 
veterinarians, she says. “Because the 
service caseload can be busy, I make 
a point of turning every moment into 
a teaching/learning moment for the 
students, interns and residents on 

Welcome New Faculty

his DVM at Saint Istvan University in Budapest, 
Hungary in 2003, and completed his residency 
in medical oncology at Michigan State University 
and at The Animal Cancer and Imaging Center in 
2010. His research interests are aspects of onco-
immunology and extracellular vesicles in sarcomas.

State College of Veterinary Medicine’s Excellence 
in Shelter Medicine and Surgery Award. She 
completed her internship and residency in small 
animal surgery at Texas A&M University. Her 
clinical interests are minimally invasive surgery and 
wound care.

Services of Ohio. A Fear Free Certified Elite 
Professional, she is currently obtaining an MSc in 
Animal Welfare and Behavior from the University 
of Pennsylvania. Her interests include wound 
management and an integrated approach to 
patient care.

service. Teaching ensures that I not 
only understand a topic, but that 
I can also explain it to clients and 
all levels of clinicians in training,” 
she says. “The look on the face of a 
student when they finally master an 
intradermal closure or of a resident 
who excitedly describes their first 
solo procedure is just the best.”

Dr. Brittney Carson
Assistant Professor-Clinical

Small Animal Soft Tissue Surgery

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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Jake Aiello
Small Animal Surgery 

Madison Baker
Farm Animal Medicine & 

Surgery

Lelia Barden
Diagnostic Imaging & 

Radiology

Kristina Baucom
Behavioral Medicine

April Beatty
Ophthalmology  

Mariana Fernandez
Small Animal Surgery

Hannah Gaitan
Equine Surgery

Jordan Gibson
Behavioral Medicine

Elliot Grossman
Diagnostic Imaging & 

Radiology

Gail McRae 
Theriogenology

Elizabeth Jones
Neurology 

Nathan Latus
Diagnostic Imaging & 

Radiology

Eline Nijveldt
Cardiology

Kati O’Donovan
Anesthesiology

Christina Orona
Small Animal Surgery

Lauren Reynolds
Small Animal Internal 

Medicine

Mandie Samuels
Equine Medicine

Anna Panyutin
Small Animal Internal 

Medicine

Rene Paschall
Small Animal Internal 

Medicine

Lauren Robertson
Small Animal Emergency 

& Critical Care 

vet.osu.edu/vmc

Update for Veterinarians September 2022

Welcome 2022-2025 Residents
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Sarah Jones
Small Animal Internal Medicine 

Research

Nicole Meddaugh
Small Animal Rotating

Madeleine Pohlmann
Small Animal Rotating

Carley Johnson
Small Animal Rotating

Kait McEnaney
Equine Field Service

Caitlin Kiefer
Farm Animal Medicine

& Surgery

Anna Mukhina
Small Animal Rotating

Eva Ruzics
Small Animal Rotating

Stephanie Shemilt
Small Animal Rotating

Kim Spartz
Small Animal Rotating

Alan Ludwikowski
Small Animal Rotating

Megan Ballou
Equine Field Service

Margaret Cassandra
Small Animal Emergency & 

Critical Care

 Morgan Clark
Medical Oncology

Cristina Coriano
Farm Animal Medicine

& Surgery

Julianna DiMichele
Small Animal Surgery

Cody Crawford
Small Animal Rotating

Erin Duble
Small Animal Rotating

Gabrielle Fontes
Surgical Oncology Research

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center

vet.osu.edu/vmc

Welcome 2022-2023 Interns
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