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Triplet Calves: A Rare Delivery 
for VMC Farm Team

We hope your 
summer is off to a 
great start! 
We are happy to 
share that shortly 
after the March 
issue of Update for 
Veterinarians was 

published, the VMC re-opened all 
hospital lobbies to our shared clients 
and other visitors. We are thrilled 
to welcome them while continuing 
to follow clinical safety protocols, to 
ensure everyone’s health and safety.

The birth of triplet calves in January 
2022 at The Ohio State University 
Veterinary Medical Center (VMC) 
Hospital for Farm Animals was an 
unusual case for the Farm Animal 
Medicine and Surgery team, 
particularly since the cow was 
initially implanted with an embryo.
An on-farm ultrasound performed by 
the owners’ primary care veterinarian 
revealed twins. While twins are 
not unusual, there were additional 
surprises in store with this case, beginning with when the cow went into labor. 
The owners felt the tail of a calf, at which point they knew they were facing a 
potential breech birth and would need help with delivery. 

From the Director
In our June 2022 issue, we feature 
two animal reproduction cases in 
which VMC clinicians addressed 
unusual circumstances — canine 
pyometra and bovine dystocia. 
Each case illustrates how early 
intervention helped successfully 
address medical management for 
animal survival.
Our Faculty Spotlight features Dr. 
Jiwoong Her, assistant professor, 
and specialist in our companion 
animal Emergency and Critical Care 
service. For those who have not had 

Karin Zuckerman, MHSA, MBA
VMC Director

the pleasure of collaborating with 
Dr. Her, he welcomes any referral 
partner requests for consults. 
We hope you have a happy and 
safe summer season. We thank you 
for your continued support of our 
teaching and research missions and 
for your partnership. 

Dr. Michelle Carman 
with triplet calves
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Triplet Calves - continued

Cow Pregnancies: What to Know
• Document a breeding date to monitor signs 

of impending labor.
• Pregnant cows can become more restless, 

lose appetite and seek areas to nest separate 
from the herd.

• Check udder development to ensure fullness 
as pregnancy progresses and gets near the 
time of parturition.

• During labor, the emergence of amniotic sac 
is a sign that calving should occur soon.

The owners immediately brought the cow to Ohio State, 
where Farm Animal Medicine and Surgery resident, Dr. 
Michelle Carman, and Assistant Professor Dr. Joe Lozier, 
worked to deliver the calves.
“I have had some bovine dystocias with calves 
presenting in a breech position previously, but usually 
have some difficulty in correcting their positioning. So, 
when I heard this was the case for this cow, I wanted 
to do my best to try to see if I could continue to practice 
correcting this type of malposition,” Dr. Carman says.
“We were able to correct the limbs and pull that calf and 
the second one. We are always taught to go back and 
make sure there are no, what we call ‘tears and spares’ 
— ‘tears’ meaning checking for any tears in the vagina or 
uterus, and ‘spares’ being another calf.”
Checking the cow again, Dr. Carman says she felt 
another bony structure that was not the inside of the 
pelvis of the cow, which was quite surprising. “We did a 
little bit more manipulation to deliver the third calf,” she 
says. “I was pretty amazed that there were three — all 
female and with similar color patterns.”

While cows can deliver up to four calves on their own, 
the birth process can be quite forceful, says Dr. Jeffrey 
Lakritz, professor of Farm Animal Medicine. “But with 
the embryo implanted, you don’t expect more than two.” 
Triplets are uncommon compared to twins, with further 
diagnostics being needed to confirm they were identical. 
Unfortunately, after the cows returned home, one calf did 
not survive; the other two calves remain healthy.
For the owners, a good outcome was first in their minds 
for their cow’s care. “When I discovered the first one 
was tail first, it was an easy decision to take her to Ohio 
State,” Sharon Winter says. “Anytime we have a major 
problem we always seek care there.”

We offer an array of clinical trials, including those 
for cats with kidney disease and advanced heart 
disease. We are also currently conducting trials 
for dogs with staph skin infections, environmental 
allergies, renal disease (Greyhounds), spine disease 
(Labrador Retrievers and large dogs), cancer, knee 
surgery pain management, and low back pain.

Please visit vet.osu.edu/vmc/cto for a full list of 
current trials.

Questions? Please contact us at 
cvm-clinicaltrials@osu.edu or 614-247-8706.

If you believe you have a patient eligible for one 
of our clinical trials, please complete our pre-
screening survey at: 
go.osu.edu/clinical-trial-pre-screening-survey.

*The clinical trials office name does not indicate support 
or use of Blue Buffalo products in clinical trials.

Blue Buffalo 
Veterinary Clinical Trials*

For more details, please visit: 
 vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education

Upcoming CE Events
College of Veterinary Medicine Continuing Education

August 19th - 5th Annual Companion Animal 
Conference for Veterinarians

September TBD - Cincinnati

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc/cto
http://go.osu.edu/clinical-trial-pre-screening-survey
https://vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education
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Visible Signs Depict Open Pyometra in Dog
Canine pyometra can 
be critical and life 
threatening. A recent 
case at the Veterinary 
Medical Center (VMC), 
however, demonstrated 
that options do exist 
if signs are picked 
up early and treated 
appropriately.
On March 12 of this 
year, Elaine, a 3-year-old 
basset hound, presented 
to the VMC emergency 

department after the owner had noted some reddish-
brown vulvar discharge. The dog showed no other 
concerning behaviors.
The Emergency and Critical Care team diagnosed Elaine 
with open pyometra, an infection characterized by the 
presence of pus in the uterus. Most pyometras occur 
in diestrus when the hormone progesterone is high. In 
this case, the owner astutely noted a persistent vaginal 
discharge, which can be a sign of an infection, says Dr. 
Gail McRae, an intern in the VMC Theriogenology and 
Reproductive Medicine service and the new American 
Kennel Club/Canine Health Foundation/Theriogenology 
Foundation resident in small animal reproductive 
medicine and surgery.
In open pyometra, the pus drains out of the vulva; with 
closed pyometra, the pus remains inside the uterus.
The owner, Wendy Ryan, shows basset hounds, and 
since Elaine is a valuable and otherwise notable example 
of the breed, Wendy was not interested in spaying her 
if the dog was stable, Dr. McRae says. “So, we followed 
her decision to pursue medical management through the 
theriogenology service.”
Elaine went home with antibiotics and returned to the 
VMC the next day for an initial workup and discussion 
about medical management. An ultrasound confirmed 
the pyometra, but the source of the infection could 
not be determined. The VMC team then provided a 
treatment of multiple injections of a progesterone 
receptor antagonist (Alizin), a prostaglandin 
(cloprostenol) and an antibiotic (enrofloxacin).

During a March 21 ultrasound recheck, the radiology 
team noted that the pyometra was resolved and 
the theriogenology team identified marked cystic 
endometrial hyperplasia as the source of the infection.
“We spoke with the owners to share our findings and 
also explained that while the pyometra was resolved, 
Elaine’s chances of getting pregnant were low, while the 
chances of the pyometra’s recurrence were very high,” 
Dr. McRae says.
Wendy agreed with the VMC team’s recommendation 
to have Elaine spayed as soon as possible to prevent 
pyometra’s return. Elaine was spayed two days later at 
Ohio State’s Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of Care 
Clinic and recovered uneventfully. 
For referring veterinarians, the case illustrates that not 
all pyometras need to result in a spay if caught early 
and if the animal is young, otherwise systemically well 
and genetically valuable. Left untreated, pyometras can 
be life threatening, and if medical management is not 
pursued, the best recommendation may still be to spay 
the animal.
Wendy appreciated the team’s effort to save Elaine’s 
uterus. “Although the results did end with her being 
spayed, Elaine will live a happy, healthy life, which is all I 
truly care about,” she says. “Thank you for all you do.”

Pyometra: What to Look For

Contact Us

• Constant discharge 
from the vulva

• Depression
• Lack of appetite
• Increased urination

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

Ohio State’s veterinary Theriogenology and 
Reproductive Medicine service offers assisted 
reproductive services for dogs, cats, farm, and 
equine patients. To make an appointment, contact 
our service at osuvet.theriogenology@cvm.osu.edu 
or call 614-292-3551.
For more information, visit go.osu.edu/vettherio.

• Vomiting
• Fever
• Lethargy
• Abdominal distension

Elaine

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
https://www.facebook.com/OSUVetCollege
https://www.facebook.com/OSUVeterinaryMedicalCenter
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Ohio-State-University-Veterinary-Medical-Center-At-Dublin/483502061720794
http://go.osu.edu/vettherio
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
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Danika Sorensen, VMD 
Staff Veterinarian 

Lindsay Cuciak, DVM 
Assistant Professor-Practice

Growing up in Seoul, South Korea, Dr. Jiwoong Her 
was fascinated with all things mechanical and went on 
to study mechanical engineering. It was only in seeing 
family and friends’ experiences with pets that needed 
specialized veterinary care that he became intrigued 
about a career in veterinary medicine.
He switched career paths and went on to receive his 
DVM in 2012 from the Chungnam National University 
in Daejeon, South Korea and later, completed his clinical 
year at Louisiana State University and his master’s 
degree and residency in emergency and critical care 
medicine at Auburn University College of Veterinary 

Dr. Sorensen joined the Urgent Care 
team at the VMC–Dublin in February 
2022. A 2014 graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Sorensen 
completed a one-year internship in 

general medicine and surgery at Oradell Animal Hospital 
in Paramus, New Jersey. Since that time, she has worked 
in emergency, shelter and general practice medicine in 
Delaware, Florida, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. She 
is also certified in acupuncture. Her clinical interests 
include toxicology, wound repair and pain management.

Dr. Cuciak joins the Frank Stanton 
Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic after 
seven years as associate veterinarian 
in a multi-doctor companion animal 
general practice in Galena, Ohio. 
Practicing since 2005, Dr. Cuciak 

has worked in several capacities, including Level 
2 equivalent small animal emergency care, equine 
ambulatory, and small animal relief work throughout 
central Ohio. From 2008 to 2013, she was professor 
of anatomy at the Ross University School of Veterinary 
Medicine in St. Kitts and Nevis. She received her DVM 
from Ross University in 2005.

Faculty Spotlight

Welcome New Faculty

Medicine. He is the first South Korean veterinarian who 
is a board-certified critical care specialist.
Today, Dr. Her is assistant professor of Emergency and 
Critical Care (ECC) at the Ohio State Veterinary Medical 
Center (VMC) .
“The ICU involves an understanding and use of 
mechanical tools — ventilators, dialysis and other 
machines — to help patients in the ICU,” Dr. Her says. 
The unique aspect of the ECC specialty, he says, is 
needing to assess the many complicated multiple 
disease cases, from the unknown cases that arrive at the 
ER to managing “the sickest of the sick” in critical care.
Her says he enjoys the process of stabilizing patients 
and managing their pain, as well as collaborating with 
multiple VMC specialists to make sure patients get what 
they need. “I also really love working in an academic 
environment that is heavily focused on teaching the next 
generation of veterinarians and helping them to grow.”
Dr. Her and his ECC colleagues are working on a 
research project investigating a tool to assess lung 
function in dogs receiving high flow nasal cannula 
oxygen therapy. 
Dr. Her welcomes referring veterinarians to reach out 
to the ECC service for consults. “We understand the 
current challenges with COVID and want to support 
community veterinarians to help their patients.”

Transitions and Departures
We congratulate the following VMC clinicians who were named to faculty positions within the last year: Dr. Hillary Rice to 
assistant professor, Equine Surgery and Dr. Kathryn (Katie) Timko to assistant professor, Equine Field Services.
Dr. Bethany Gibson, assistant professor, Community Practice, has left the Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of Care 
Clinic for private practice.

Dr. Jiwoong Her, 
Assistant Professor – Clinical 
Companion Animal 
Emergency and Critical Care
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