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After being hit by a car, Lenny McCartney, a 4-year-
old, large mixed breed dog, arrived at The Ohio State 
University Veterinary Medical Center (VMC) emergency 
department with two broken legs. “He suffered major 
trauma and needed a lot of support,” says Dr. Selena 
Tinga, assistant professor of Small Animal Surgery in 
Orthopedics at the VMC. continued on page 2

Karin Zuckerman, MHSA, MBA
VMC Director

While we all continue to live with the uncertainty surrounding the 
coronavirus, I do hope you are able to enjoy the summer season.

To provide a break from the business challenges we all face, I thought this 
would be a great time to celebrate what works well — our collective and 
collaborative approach to providing the best care possible for our shared 
patients.

In this issue, we highlight case studies that illustrate the positive results of 
our collaborative efforts.

As we move forward, please continue to visit vet.osu.edu/vmc for updates 
about VMC operations and client accessibility. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding, and we 
hope you and your practice teams continue to stay safe.

Orthopedic Surgery Cases Highlight Teamwork
Lenny McCartney

Referral Collaborations 
Benefit Patient Care

“We did two surgeries on Lenny — staged surgery — with 
Dr. Nina Kieves performing the first one on the back leg 
and then the next day I did the second surgery on the front 
leg.” Lenny remained at the VMC for a few days and then 
went home. He recovered well, but had a persistent slight 
limp on the front leg.
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Orthopedic Surgery Cases

Happy Camper Buss, a 10-year-
old retired racing greyhound, was 
referred to the VMC presenting with 
a fractured toe that occurred in a 
backyard accident.

The referring veterinarian, Dr. Michelle 
Wisecup of the Riverside Drive Animal 
Care Center in Dublin, Ohio, first 
consulted with the VMC to determine 
whether Happy Camper should be 
treated surgically. “A lot of times with 
a single toe bone fracture, we won’t 
do surgery, we will treat with a splint,” 
the VMC’s Dr. Selena Tinga explains, 
“but given that she’s a greyhound 
— greyhounds have thin skin and 
are prone to sores associated with 
splinting — the owners elected to go 
forward with surgery.” She would still 
require a splint, but the duration of 
splinting would be reduced.

Surgery involved placing a small plate 
on the toe bone. Happy Camper 
returned to the VMC for a couple 
of early post-op visits, but has since 
been seeing another veterinarian from 
Riverside Drive Animal Care, 
Dr. Stephanie Miner.

Happy Camper Buss

Lenny McCartney - continued

Lenny McCartney

Happy Camper Buss

“I saw Happy for her 8- and 12-week rechecks where we took follow-up 
radiographs,” Dr. Miner says. “It was very easy to share my digital X-ray images 
with Ohio State via the DICOM server, and my communication with Dr. Tinga 
was quick and effective through email. I updated Dr. Tinga with my physical 
exam findings, as well as updated images, to confirm that our treatment plan 
and recommendations were aligned. I feel this gave the owner peace of mind 
knowing that both her vets were collaborating together and making sure that 
Happy was set up for success throughout her recovery.”

Dr. Tinga praised Dr. Miner’s work, “She is very knowledgeable about fracture 
healing and always has her own plan, and her plan is always great.”

Around the time that the first recheck was scheduled, a shut down due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak prevented follow up at the VMC. “The referring veterinarian, 
Dr. Kelly Quesinberry, did two follow up rechecks for us,” Dr. Tinga says, which 
helped, particularly since the owners lived over an hour from Columbus. 
“They’ve always contacted us to talk about the case and about how Lenny’s 
doing.”

Dr. Bianca Alva, a first-year small animal surgery resident, says Dr. Quesinberry, 
of the Byland Animal Hospital in Loudonville, Ohio, was helpful in establishing 
contact with the team regarding Lenny’s post-operative checkups.

“When seeing Lenny for rechecks, she would take the time to email us with an 
orthopedic update and upload radiographs for us to evaluate,” she says.

Dr. Quesinberry credits this teamwork for helping improve Lenny’s function. 
“Dr. Alva and the VMC receptionist staff were very pleasant to work with over 
multiple rechecks of sedated radiographs. I could reach Dr. Alva via phone or 
via e-mail and received quick responses each time. Overall, the follow up on 
Lenny’s case has gone smoothly because of the teamwork between Dr. Alva, 
the Ohio State VMC, me, and the staff here at Byland Animal Hospital.”
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Early Diagnosis Saves Cat’s Eye

Pregnancy Succeeds with Specialized Insemination

After Dr. Devon Horne of the Clintonville Animal Hospital in 
Columbus performed a biopsy and skull radiograph of her 
patient, Spartacus Bennett — a 5-year-old, short-haired 
cat — she quickly referred him to the VMC’s Integrated 
Oncology service.

The mass was a relatively rare one for cats, says Dr. Janis 
Lapsley, fellow candidate in surgical oncology at the VMC.

The Integrated Oncology team performed a CT of the skull 
to get a better assessment of the extent of the mass and 
identified it as a zygomatic arch mass, a bone tumor which 
is more commonly seen in dogs, she says.

“Spartacus’ mass was about two-and-a-half centimeters,” 
Lapsley says, and it was aggressive in appearance. “It was 
changing the structure of the bone and both destroying 
the bone and making new bone in the area,” she says.

The team performed surgery the next day, removing the 
entire zygomatic arch and associated mass. The team also 
removed a portion of the upper jaw and the base of the 
orbit—the part that would normally support the eye. They 
then elevated a section of the fascia of the temporalis 
muscle from the top of the head and rotated it to create a 
sling to support the eye.

In humans, an eye imbalance causes headaches and 
vertigo, Dr. Lapsley says, “but we don’t know for sure if 
that happens with animals. We know it changes their visual 

This past spring, Dr. Angie 
Dahse, a solo practitioner 
of equine medicine at Four 
Seasons Veterinary Clinic in 
Thurman, Ohio, referred a client 
to the Equine Theriogenology 
and Reproductive Medicine 
service at the VMC.

The client was seeking to have 
his mare, Guys Billy Jean Diamonds, bred with semen from 
successful barrel racer Dash Ta Fame, whose frozen sperm 
has produced hundreds of barrel racing winners. The 
stallion died in 2018.

Dr. Dahse, who refers regularly to Dr. Marco Coutinho 
da Silva, professor of Theriogenology and Reproductive 
Medicine and his colleague, Dr. Erin Runcan, had bred the 
mare one cycle with a low dose of the semen, three straws 
each, but without success.

“Dr. Dahse called me and asked for our help,” Dr. da Silva 
says. After consult with the client, Dr. Dahse brought the 

field, so reconstructing and 
creating support for the eye is 
important.”

While Spartacus initially lost 
the ability to blink on the 
eye, he overcame that loss 
and recovered nicely. On 
the last VMC recheck there 
was minimal evidence of eye 
displacement. He also was 
eating well and displayed 
normal cat behavior, says Dr. 
Lapsley.

She also attributes Spartacus’ 
successful recovery to Dr. 
Horne’s excellent workup 
prior to his surgery. “It was 
really astute of her to notice quickly that it was something 
that couldn’t be resolved with antibiotics, and that it was 
important to get the cat in right away,” Lapsley says.

Owner Erica Bennett says Spartacus is “doing awesome,” 
adding that “it’s almost like he never had cancer. He’s 
active and playful. The only way you can tell he had the 
surgery is that now he seems to have a permanent smirk, 
which honestly suits his personality perfectly.”

mare to the VMC when the horse was close to ovulation. 
That same night, Dr. da Silva gave the mare a deep horn 
insemination, a more specialized and highly effective 
procedure that involves depositing a low number of 
sperm into the tip of the uterine horn.

“We managed the mare intensively and after 24 hours 
she went back home,” Dr. da Silva says. Fourteen days 
later Dr. Dahse called to inform the team the mare was 
pregnant; a 30-day check confirmed the same.

“The owner is thrilled because he will have his dream 
foal,” says Dr. da Silva.

Dr. Dahse says she has always enjoyed working with the 
VMC theriogenology team. “I’m a sole practitioner, so the 
fact that I can just text or call Dr. da Silva and Dr. Runcan 
for a consult, really helps my practice. I can’t say enough 
about them.”

For more information about the VMC Theriogenology 
and Reproductive Medicine service, please call 
614-292-7397. 

Guys Billy Jean Diamonds

Spartacus Bennett
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The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

Welcome New Faculty

Transitions and Departures

Dah-Renn Fu, BVM, MVM, PhD 
Assistant Professor - 
Radiation Oncology

Anda Young, DVM, 
Assistant Professor - Small Animal 
Emergency Critical Care

Dr. Fu joins the VMC Radiation 
Oncology service in August. He is 
originally from Taiwan where he 
received his bachelor of veterinary 
medicine (National Chung Hsing 
University) in 2004. He received his 
PhD in 2015 from Rakuno Gakuen 
University in Hokkaido, Japan, and 

went on to serve as a fellow in radiation oncology at the 
Nippon Veterinary and Life Science University in Tokyo, 
Japan. Dr. Fu is completing his residency at Purdue 
University College of Veterinary Medicine. His research 
interests focus on nasal, head and neck tumors.

We congratulate the following VMC clinicians transitioning 
from instructor-practice to their new roles: Dr. Brittney 
Carson, to assistant professor-clinical, small animal surgery-
soft tissue, and Dr. Janis Lapsley, to assistant professor-
clinical, surgical oncology.

Dr. Vincent Wavreille, assistant professor of surgical 
oncology, leaves the VMC at the end of August to pursue 
an academic career at the University of Zurich.

A 2016 graduate of The Ohio State 
University College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Dr. Young joins the VMC 
Small Animal Emergency and 
Critical Care service in August, 
after completing her residency with 
the service. Prior to her residency 

at the VMC, she completed a specialty internship at 
Massachusetts Veterinary Referral Hospital.

Dr. Young’s clinical interests include respiratory disease, 
post-operative critical care and pain management.

These program dates may change as conditions dictate. 
Please visit vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education 
for up-to-date information.

Save the Date
College of Veterinary Medicine Continuing Education

 August 21 3rd Annual Small Animal Conference to be 
  held virtually unless otherwise communicated

 Oct. 24 Ohio State & Royal Canin 2020 Symposium

Thank You, Pet Heroes!
July is Sarcoma Awareness Month and the Blue Buffalo 
Veterinary Clinical Trials Office salutes the families of our 
Pet Heroes who chose to enroll their pets in clinical trials, 
which evaluate new treatments for several diseases, 
including sarcoma. Knowledge gained from these trials is 
used to help design better treatments for both pets and 
humans.

Thank you to all of them for helping advance science and 
impacting countless human patients!

Please visit vet.osu.edu/vmc/clinical-trials for a list of 
current trials. If you have additional questions, please 
contact us at cvm-clinicaltrials@osu.edu or 614-247-8706.
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