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Seasons Greetings!

I hope your holiday season is off to a safe start!

While we have all experienced challenges this past year, we look 
forward to a better 2022. In this issue of Update for Veterinarians, 
we offer a retrospective including an update of some of the 
exciting developments that have helped us better meet your 
needs and the needs of our shared patients and clients.

continued on page 2

2021 VMC Retrospective

Here are a few highlights:

Educational Growth
The new Frank Stanton Veterinary 
Spectrum of Care Clinic, which 
opened June 1, continues its 
innovative student-as-doctor teaching 
model by providing fourth-year 
students at The Ohio State University 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
opportunities to apply their clinical 
training and professional skills 
learning to real patients in order to 
strengthen their readiness for general 
practice. Year 1-3 students also 
benefit from having the new facility, 
spending a portion of their time in 
clinic activities that reinforce the 
competencies they are learning in the 
Veterinary Clinical and Professional 
Skills Center, in preparation for their 
own ‘doctor’ moment in the final year.

http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc
http://vet.osu.edu/vmc


2

Update for Veterinarians December 2021

2021 VMC Retrospective - continued

Recruiting Cats with Stable CKD
Karin Zuckerman, MHSA, MBA
VMC Director

Service Expansion
As of February, our Clinical Pathology lab began offering 
the flow cytometry service for patients outside of the VMC. 
This cutting-edge service is distinctive in that it uses laser 
technology to view living cells and cell characteristics, 
rather than a microscope for cell views on a glass slide. 
Only a handful of academic veterinary medical centers 
have this subspecialized technique.

The Internal Medicine service’s new hemodialysis 
treatment for dogs and cats with acute kidney disease was 
launched in early January. This year the new treatment 
— which is rarely performed on horses — was used for 
the first time ever at the VMC’s Galbreath Equine Center. 
However, the hemodialysis program is on hiatus for a year 
while we await the appointment of a new fellow to help 
support the service.

Business Operations
The Hospital Information System (HIS) and several online 
portals were launched during the past year: rVetLink 
referral portal, TraceFirst Core One lab service portal and 
the VetRocket Teleradiology portal. A reminder: rVetlink 
allows you to conveniently update directly to your patient’s 
VMC chart and includes scheduled VMC appointments, 
diagnostics and specialty service updates. TraceFirst Core 
One allows you to electronically submit diagnostic testing 
and autopsy requests, and receive reports. VetRocket 
streamlines teleradiology requests and reports.

Clinical Updates
Unfortunately, during the second half of this year, caseload 
and staffing challenges led to the closure of our Small 
Animal Emergency Room during overnight hours (midnight - 
8 a.m.). As similar challenges continue across our specialty 
services, we ask that you please utilize the rVetlink portal 
when referring cases to allow us to appropriately prioritize 
the scheduling of the most urgent cases.

We are thankful for your continued partnership in these 
challenging times and welcome your comments and 
suggestions.

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season!

We are currently recruiting feline patients with stable 
CKD (Stages 1, 2 and 3) for a multiyear clinical trial 
investigating the effects of differing phosphorus and 
protein levels in commercially available diets. There 
is a particular need for cats with IRIS stage 1 disease 
(e.g. those that may only have a USG <1.035). Please 
visit the study website at vet.osu.edu/vmc/cto/clinical-
trials/impact-diet-cats-kidney-disease for more details. 
Referring veterinarians receive a $300 food credit from 
the sponsor for each enrolled cat.

Chronic kidney disease (CKD) is a major cause of 
morbidity in cats, especially as they age. The rate of 
progression in cats varies from months to years but can 
be managed through medical intervention and nutrition. 
Nutrition is arguably the most important aspect of CKD 
management. By manipulating the composition of a 
patient’s diet, we can slow the progression of disease, 
minimize uremic symptoms and improve quality of life. 

Questions? Please contact our clinical trials office at 
cvm-clinicaltrials@osu.edu or Dr. Jessica Quimby at 
Quimby.19@osu.edu 

Thank you for helping us learn more about optimal diet 
therapy for feline CKD!
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Faculty Spotlight

Dr. Dah-Renn Fu’s path to becoming 
a veterinarian began when he was 
in high school in his home country of 
Taiwan. At the time, his family’s dog 
had a bladder stone and she needed 
surgery.

“I asked the veterinarian if I could 
watch the surgery because I was 
curious about how he would do it,” 
Dr. Fu says. “So, he let me watch. I 
think that was the first time I thought, 
maybe I can be a veterinarian.”

Later, while in veterinary school at the 
National Chung Hsing University, Dr. 
Fu had a cat that was diagnosed with 
a mammary cancer. She had surgery 
to remove the tumor, but within a year 
she died, as the cancer had spread 
to her lungs.

The experience fueled Dr. Fu’s 
interest in oncology and in finding the 
best therapies for cancer patients. 
In 2015, he went on to receive his 
PhD in radiation oncology from 

Rakuno Gakuen University in 
Hokkaido, Japan, and then served 
as a fellow in radiation oncology at 
Nippon Veterinary and Life Science 
University in Tokyo.

Today, Dr. Fu is assistant professor 
of radiation oncology at the VMC 
and is completing a residency 
at Purdue University College of 
Medicine. Dr. Fu is a member of the 
VMC integrated oncology team, 
which includes three specialists each 
in medical oncology and surgical 
oncology, and two specialists in 
radiation oncology.

It’s a journey that Dr. Fu says fulfills 
his life-long dream of finding the 
best treatment options for cancer 
patients. He points to advanced 
technologies such as the VMC’s 
linear accelerator, a state-of-the-
art therapy that allows radiation 
oncologists to target cancer cells 
with minimal harm to healthy tissue.

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 
The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

Once admitted into the integrated 
oncology service, cancer patients are 
assigned to the appropriate service 
team, Dr. Fu says. “We all work in the 
same room so we can talk with each 
other to discuss the most appropriate 
options for the patient.”

Patients receive their radiation 
treatments in the morning. In the 
afternoon, the integrated oncology 
team meets to discuss the patients’ 
status. Among the radiation oncology 
team, nasal and brain tumors are the 
most common cases they see and 
treat. Cats and dogs make up most 
of the patient load, he says, and the 
team also treats between 8 to 10 
horses a year with radiation therapy.

“There is no other hospital in Ohio 
that can treat horses with cancer,” Dr. 
Fu says. In fact, he adds, nationwide 
an estimated 3 to 4 veterinary 
hospitals have the resources to 
provide radiation treatment to horses.

Dr. Fu says he would like referring 
veterinarians to know that the VMC 
integrated oncology team works 
very closely together to provide 
the highest quality of cancer care 
for their patients. “We can give the 
patients’ caregivers the appropriate 
options, and even near the end of 
the patient’s life, we can improve the 
patient’s quality of life.”

When he’s not working, Dr. Fu says 
he and his wife and 19-month-old son 
enjoy visiting Columbus’ many parks.
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Departures
Drs. Susan Barrett, Allison Shull and Stephen Horvath, 
Primary Care, have left the Veterinary Medical Center 
for new opportunities. Dr. Matthew Brokken, Equine 
Surgery, departed the VMC for private industry work. 
Dr. Randolph Winter, Cardiology and Interventional 
Medicine, left for a position with Auburn University.

Equine Performance Evaluation Arena 
to Break Ground in Spring 2022

Welcome New Faculty
Michelle Wisecup, DVM

Assistant Professor – Clinical

Clinical Educator, Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic

Dr. Wisecup joins the Frank Stanton Veterinary Spectrum of Care Clinic after 14 years as 
associate veterinarian at the Riverside Drive Animal Care Service in Dublin, Ohio. After 
graduating in 2005 from Ohio State’s College of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Wisecup went on 
to complete her small animal internship at the Redbank Veterinary Hospital in New Jersey. 
She most recently served as a regional medical director/operator for Pathway Vet Alliance, 
overseeing the Midwest region (Illinois, Indiana and Ohio).

For more details, please visit: 
vet.osu.edu/alumni/continuing-education

Upcoming CE Events
College of Veterinary Medicine Continuing Education

January 7 - 5th Annual Equine & Farm Animal Conference

January 30 - February 1 - WVVMA Winter Ski Meeting

February 17-19 - OVMA Midwest Veterinary Conference

In spring 2022, construction will begin on the Equine 
Performance Evaluation Arena at The Galbreath Equine 
Center. This four-season, multi-purpose space for equine 
gait evaluation will improve VMC lameness specialists’ 
ability to diagnose and treat performance problems in 
equine athletes.

Initial plans include a covered arena and trotting lane, 
and with additional funding, holding stalls and an imaging/
procedure room. “The biggest advantages of this new 
arena are that it will allow us to safely evaluate horses 
lunging and under saddle, and we can do it in any type of 
weather or season,” says Dr. Margaret Mudge, Professor-
Clinical and Section Head of Equine Services.
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