
 
 

What to Expect at Your Pet’s Outpatient Imaging Visit 

Your veterinarian has decided that your pet requires advanced imaging (either Ultrasound, Computed 
Tomography (CT) or Endoscopy) at The Ohio State University, Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin.  
This information is designed to help you understand each of the procedures and what to expect 
during your visit.  Your veterinarian may have given you instructions to withhold food and water in 
preparation for sedation or anesthesia. 

Please arrive 10-15 minutes prior to your appointment and check in at the reception desk.  The 
receptionist may ask you for some additional information to complete your paperwork.  If you feel your 
pet is in any distress when you arrive, please alert the receptionist and a technician will be called.  If 
your pet is in need of immediate attention, it will be admitted to the Emergency Service and a doctor 
will speak with you and your veterinarian after examining it. 

A technician (nurse) will talk with you about your pet’s clinical signs and answer any questions you 
may have about the imaging procedure.  The technician will also review any potential side effects of 
the procedures and have you sign a consent form.  Your pet will then be taken to have the imaging 
procedure performed.  You are welcome to stay and wait or step out if you like.  Once the procedure 
has been completed and your pet has recovered from any sedation or anesthesia (if/as necessary) 
they will be ready to go home with you.  A technician will speak with you at discharge to let you know 
how your pet did during the procedure.  Your veterinarian will receive a written report and phone call 
regarding the findings before the end of the day and will be in contact with you to discuss the findings 
and the plan for your pet. 

 

Ultrasound  

Ultrasound uses painless sound waves emitted from a probe on the skin to create an image of 
structures inside your pet.  While the procedure is generally painless, some pets may need sedation 
to help them lie still.  We may elect to perform a fine needle aspiration which involves inserting a 
needle into an abnormal looking area to obtain cells to analyze under the microscope.  This is often 
mildly uncomfortable and usually requires sedation.   Any potential side effects of the aspiration or 
sedation that could occur will be discussed with you during the admission process. Your pet’s 
abdomen will be shaved to provide good contact for the ultrasound probe.  Your pet should be 
returned to you in about an hour or two, depending on how quickly they recover from any necessary 
sedation. 



 

Computed Tomography 

Computed Tomography (CT) uses x-rays to make detailed pictures of structures inside your pet’s 
body.  While the procedure is painless, your pet will be under general anesthesia as it is necessary 
that they lie perfectly still during the procedure.  We may elect to perform a fine needle aspiration, 
which involves inserting a needle into an abnormal looking area to obtain cells to analyze under the 
microscope.  Any potential side effects of the aspiration and general anesthesia will be reviewed with 
you during the admission process prior to performing the procedure.  Your pet should be returned to 
you in about an hour or two, depending on how quickly they recover from general anesthesia. 

 

Endoscopy 

Endoscopy involves passing a thin rigid or flexible camera into the area of interest.  The internal 
medicine clinician can look at the inside of these structures to search for any abnormalities.  These 
procedures require general anesthesia to be performed.  We may elect to perform a biopsy, which 
involves taking a small piece of tissue from an abnormal looking area.  This allows tissue structure to 
be assessed microscopically.  Any potential side effects of the biopsy and general anesthesia will be 
reviewed with you during the admission process.  Your pet should be released later that day or in the 
evening, depending on how quickly they recover from general anesthesia. 

 


