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Happy New Year! I hope you were able to 
relax and spend some time with your family 
and friends over the holidays.

We look forward to a new year of caring 
for new and established patients, working 
with our valued referring veterinarians and 
sharing the latest technologies and research 

breakthroughs. I also want to quickly look back to the end of 
2013 and share with you that the VMC - Columbus was re-
accredited and the VMC - Dublin was accredited for the first 
time by the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA). 
AAHA accreditation is given only to veterinary practices 
dedicated to the highest standards of veterinary care.

For the past few years, we have started each January with 
an issue of Update for Veterinarians that highlights some 
of our many specialty areas at the VMC. This year we have 
highlighted small animal internal medicine, theriogenology 
and reproductive medicine, and equine podiatry. You can 
find more information, as well as descriptions of our other 
specialties, at vet.osu.edu/vmc. 

If you have questions about any of our specialty services, 
or about the AAHA accreditation, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me or any of our faculty. We 
look forward to serving you and your 
patients in 2014!

From the Director

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center - Columbus 
601 Vernon L. Tharp Street, Columbus, OH 43210

Hospital for Companion Animals: 
(614) 292-3551

Hospital for Farm Animals and Galbreath Equine Center: 
(614) 292-6661

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center - Dublin 
5020 Bradenton Avenue, Dublin, OH 43017 

(614) 889-8070

Ohio State’s Small Animal Internal Medicine service (SAIM) provides compassionate care for 
companion animals, based on leading-edge therapies, diagnostic techniques and treatments. 
At both the Columbus and Dublin locations, your patients will see board-certified specialists 
respected for their contributions to animal health. Our clinicians are available to assist you 
in the diagnosis and management of dogs and cats with gastrointestinal, hepatic 
and pancreatic diseases; kidney and bladder diseases; upper and lower airway 
diseases (including nasal disease); endocrine and other 
metabolic disorders; and infectious diseases. See page 2 for 
additional SAIM services, our clinicians and their specialties.

Small Animal Internal Medicine Service (SAIM)



2

January - February 2014

Small Animal Internal Medicine Service (SAIM)

Clinical Areas of Expertise
While all of our clinicians are trained to deal with any internal medicine issue, they also have specific areas of expertise.

VMC – Columbus
Urology 

For patients with lower urinary tract 
disorders, Dr. Julie Byron offers expertise in:

• recurrent urinary tract infections
• urinary incontinence
• difficulty urinating
• laser lithotripsy of bladder stones in male 

and female dogs
• cystoscopic laser ablation of ectopic ureters

Endocrinology 
For patients with hormonal disorders, 
Dr. Chen Gilor is skilled in novel diagnostics 
and treatments of:

• feline and canine diabetes mellitus
• hyperadrenocorticism (Cushing’s disease)
• other endocrine disorders

Gastroenterology
For patients with gastrointestinal, liver or 
pancreatic disorders, Dr. Susan Johnson 
offers expertise in:

• GI endoscopy and esophageal stricture 
dilation

• difficult cases of refractory vomiting or 
diarrhea

• persistent liver enzyme elevations
• liver disease, including chronic hepatitis 

and congenital portosystemic shunt

Nutrition 

Dr. Valerie Parker is board certified in both 
small animal internal medicine and nutrition. 
She offers in-person and phone nutritional 
consultations for clients and referring 
veterinarians. Examples of services include:

• optimized commercial diet selection
• customized home-cooked diet formulations
• nutritional plans for pets with medical 

conditions such as gastrointestinal disease, 
kidney disease and obesity 

• assisted enteral nutritional plans

Feline Medicine
For feline patients, Dr. Karen Tefft offers 
expertise in:

• diagnosis of chronic weight loss
• management of geriatric cats
• treatment of hyperthyroidism with 

radioactive iodine

VMC – Dublin
Our Dublin location offers convenience in its 
location, rapid appointments and exceptional 
patient care and customer service. Dr. Cory 
Brown has expertise in:

 • the diagnosis and management of chronic 
and/or complex conditions of dogs and 
cats

• immune mediated and endocrine disorders

SAIM also offers you and your patients: 
• endoscopy services, including gastrointestinal 

endoscopy, bronchoscopy, rhinoscopy and cystoscopy 

• advanced diagnostic and therapeutic procedures, 
including bone marrow aspiration or biopsy, transtracheal 
washes, arthrocentesis ( joint taps) and continuous 
glucose monitoring. Feeding tube placement is routinely 
performed by our clinicians. 

• collaboration with other services for diagnostic evaluation 
of patients. The Dublin clinic offers CT imaging as well 
as traditional radiography and ultrasound; the Columbus 
clinic offers these along with fluoroscopy and MRI. We 
also work closely with the Diagnostic Imaging Service to 
provide radioactive iodine therapy for treatment of feline 
hyperthyroidism. We consult with other VMC services 
(Cardiology, Oncology, etc.) for patients with multi-
systemic illnesses.

continued from page 1
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The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center

New! Continuous 
Glucose Monitoring

The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center 

The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical Center at Dublin 

Ohio State University offers a unique podiatry service 
each Wednesday at the Galbreath Equine Center. Farrier 
Todd Adams works with Dr. Jim Belknap and other equine 
specialists to deal with all types of podiatry issues ranging 
from palmar heel pain to acute and chronic laminitis cases. 

Todd and Dr. Belknap offer approximately 20 years each 
of experience with podiatry cases. Todd is a Certified 
Journeymen Farrier (CJF), the highest level of certification 
issued through the American Farriers Association (AFA) 
and endorsed by the American Association of Equine 
Practitioners (AAEP). He has also been included in the 
country’s Top Ten Farriers list for the past several years. 
Dr. Belknap is a board-certified equine surgeon who 
has been working both in the clinic and in his research 
laboratory on equine podiatry issues for more than 20 
years; he was recently inducted into the American Farriers 
Journal International Equine Veterinarians Hall of Fame for 
his work on the equine foot. 

Equine Podiatry at Ohio State

The VMC - Columbus is now offering a new method for 
comprehensive assessment of glycemic control in diabetic 
patients: a Continuous Glucose Monitoring device (CGM). 
This portable device is placed on the pet for six days and 
measures blood glucose every five minutes.

The sensor is a small, flexible probe that is placed 
subcutaneously (similar to injecting a vaccine SQ), then 
connected to a transmitter. The glucose concentration 
is sensed and wirelessly transmitted to a monitor, which 
can be attached to a collar or placed in a body vest. 
Hospitalization of the patient is not necessary, and a normal 
daily routine can be maintained. “At the end of the six 
days,” says Dr. Chen Gilor, “we get a very detailed picture 
of glycemic control, more comprehensive than adding 
together the results of 12 glucose curves.”

For SAIM at Columbus, contact our referral 
coordinator Stephanie Yochem at 
OSUVET.ReferralCoordinator@cvm.osu.edu 
or (614) 292-0950.

For SAIM at Dublin, please call (614) 889-8070.

The two work together on difficult podiatry cases, starting 
with a thorough lameness examination, progressing to 
state-of-the-art imaging (digital radiographs with computed 
tomography [CT] and MRI available if needed) reviewed 
by board-certified radiologists, possible intra-articular 
therapies and finally therapeutic shoeing. A fairly recent 
and valuable addition to the mix is Dr. Matt Brokken, a 
board-certified equine surgeon with expertise in MRI; Dr. 
Brokken is involved with all equine MRI studies at Ohio 
State and commonly works with Dr. Belknap, Todd Adams 
and other clinicians on lameness and podiatry cases.

For more information about hoof care at the Galbreath 
Equine Center, please contact us at (614) 292-6661.
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The Theriogenology and Reproductive Medicine 
Service is pleased to offer a new assisted reproductive 
technique in 2014: oocyte transfer. For clients who 
have mares with severe uterine pathologies and/or 
ovulatory failure, this procedure is a good option to 
obtain offspring. Oocytes are collected non-surgically by 
transvaginal ultrasound-guided follicular aspirations and 
can be transferred into a university-owned mare or the 
client’s own recipient mare.

Since 2012, the service has also offered embryo transfer 
for mares that cannot carry their pregnancy to term. 
Clients have the option to have embryos transferred into 
a university-owned mare or their own recipient mare, 
or to have the embryos transported (or even frozen) 
and transferred to a site of their choosing. Embryo 
vitrification allows foaling during early spring even when 
the embryos are collected during the late summer or 
fall. The embryos can be collected and cryopreserved 
anytime during the breeding season and stored frozen 
until pregnancies are desired.

Theriogenology and Reproductive Service

The VMC - Columbus again received accreditation from the American Animal 
Hospital Association (AAHA). The accreditation follows a comprehensive 
evaluation of the hospital’s facility, medical equipment, practice methods and pet 
health care management. The new VMC - Dublin was accredited as well. 

Established in 1933, AAHA is the only organization that accredits veterinary 
practices throughout the United States and Canada for dedication to high 
standards of veterinary care. Ohio State’s Veterinary Medical Center has been 
accredited since 1975.

VMC Receives AAHA Accreditation

Aside from oocyte and embryo transfer, the 
theriogenology and reproductive service continues 
to handle all phases of breeding services including 
artificial insemination for a variety of large and small 
animal patients, breeding soundness evaluations, 
semen collection and freezing for most domestic 
species, obstetrics, management of complications of the 
postpartum period and medical or surgical management 
of diseases of the male and female reproductive tract. 

We also offer endometrial biopsy, microbiological 
culture and cytologic evaluations to assist you in making 
decisions about fertility therapies for your patients.

For any questions about reproductive techniques 
at the VMC or for instructions for submission of 
uterine samples, please contact our board-certified 
theriogenologist, Dr. Marco da Silva, at 
OSUVET.Theriogenology@cvm.osu.edu 
or call (614) 292-7397.


