
My tenure with the Veterinary Medical Center (VMC) now stands at four months, and I continue to 
learn what a busy and constantly changing environment the Veterinary Medical Center is. In an 
effort to learn about this wonderful organization, I have been spending time shadowing in the 
service areas and departments, as well as talking with clients in the lobby of our Hospital for 
Companion Animals. The dynamic caseload provides continued interest and amazement; one 
morning I can see a litter of puppies getting routine check ups, and that same afternoon I may see 
an injured cat that has been rushed to the clinic. We continue to remind people that we are here 
24 hours a day, seven days a week to serve injured and ill animals.

The variety in the VMC does not end with the patients. Our students and interns change regularly 
as well – and with recent retirements, and an emphasis on expanding some of our services, we 
have added new faculty. We would like to welcome all the new additions to the VMC in this issue 
of “Update for Veterinarians,” and hope you enjoy this brief introduction to several new faculty 
members, interns, and residents.

Of course, different employees stay with the VMC for different lengths of time: from a faculty 
member who can be here for an entire 30+ year career, to our interns and senior students who 
practice in the clinic for just one year. The changing faces and training of new students and 
employees adds different perspectives and a new dynamic to the VMC.

Above all, we are constantly striving for excellent customer service. We are here to serve you and 
your clients, and we are always seeking feedback to improve our services. Our goal is to provide 
exceptional communication and develop meaningful relationships with clients, to assure that they 
are comfortable with treatment, and you are comfortable and highly satisfied with your referral.

We welcome comments from our clients and our referring 
veterinarians in order to continue to improve our customer care 
and exceed expectations. I plan to spend time in our community 
soon, getting to know you. In the meantime, please call if you 
have any feedback you would like to share with me.

From the Director
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Welcome to Our New Interns and Residents

Small Animal 
Surgery 

Lauren Pugliese

Small Animal 
Surgery 

Vincent Wavreille

Equine Field Service 
Emily Schaefer

Large Animal
Carrie A. Belles

Jennifer Lu

Small Animal Medicine & Surgery

Megan Brown Jessica Lipsett Danielle Smith Jessica Ward

Small Animal 
Community Practice 

Melissa Roth

Francesca Venturi

Small Animal Surgery
Aimee N. Brooks

Anesthesia 
Nicole Karrasch

Cardiology 
Lance Visser

Dermatology 
Holly Roberts

Oncology 
Megan Breit

Comparative 
Theriogenology & 

Reproductive Medicine 
Elizabeth Coffman

Emergency/Critical 
Care 

Aimee C. Brooks

Equine Surgery 
Alvaro Garcia Bonilla

Food Animal 
Medicine & Surgery 
Amanda Hartnack

Radiology 
Brian Jones

Radiology 
Nicholas Urbanek

Small Animal 
Internal Medicine 

Alicia Dudley

Small Animal 
Internal Medicine 

Melanie Hall

Small Animal Emergency & 
Critical Care 
Kathryn Rhue

Ophthalmology 
Eric Miller

Interns

Residents



VETERINARY MEDICAL CENTER UPDATESeptember-October  2011

32

Dr. Andrea Monnig has accepted a 
faculty position in Small Animal 
Emergency and Critical Care and 
will join the Department of 
Veterinary Clinical Sciences, 
Veterinary Medical Center, and 
College of Veterinary Medicine by 
October 1, 2011. 

Dr. Monnig obtained her DVM 
from the Purdue University School 

of Veterinary Medicine in 2007. She completed a 
one-year internship in general medicine and surgery at 
The Animal Medical Center (AMC) in New York City and 
a three-year residency in Small Animal Emergency and 
Critical Care. Dr. Monnig completed her residency in 
July of this year and is preparing for the American 
College of Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care board 
certification examination, which will be held in 
mid-September.

Dr. Monnig has special interests in nutrition of the 
critically ill patient, sepsis, mechanical ventilation, and 
management of trauma patients. She is dedicated to 
her patients and strives to go above and beyond to 
ensure their recovery.

Dr. Andrea Monnig (DVM)

Dr. Barrak Pressler accepted a tenure-track faculty position in 
Small Animal Internal Medicine and began in July. 

Dr. Pressler received his DVM from the University of 
California-Davis. He completed a one-year rotating small animal 
internship and a three year residency in small animal internal 
medicine followed by a doctoral program at North Carolina State 
University. He completed a Postdoctoral Fellowship in the Division 
of Nephrology and Hypertension at the University of North 
Carolina School of Medicine before starting on the faculty at 
Purdue University in 2006.

Dr. Pressler's clinical interests include small animal medicine with a focus and 
emphasis on urology and nephrology. His research interests center on small animal 
glomerular disease with emphasis on improved early diagnosis of disease-related 
kidney injury and response to therapy, investigation of glomerular disease-associated 
immunologic dysregulation, and clinical investigation involving a novel technique for 
rapid determination of glomerular filtration rate and use of newer urinary biomarkers in 
early kidney disease diagnosis.

Dr. Barrak Pressler (DVM, PhD, DACVIM)
Dr. Michael Sturgeon has accepted a faculty position in 
Small Animal Community Practice and began in June. 

Dr. Sturgeon obtained his BS from the Eastern Illinois 
University and an MBA from Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville in 2004 before receiving his DVM 
from the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 2006. Since graduation from veterinary school 
he has worked in a variety of small animal private practices 
as a full-time associate as well as working as a relief 
veterinarian. Prior to veterinary school he worked for seven 

years as a veterinary assistant in a small animal veterinary clinic. Dr. Sturgeon 
also has sought and obtained additional advanced training in dentistry under the 
direction of a Diplomate in the American Veterinary Dental College.

Dr. Sturgeon has interests in all aspects of general practice, including wellness, 
preventive care, dentistry and oral health, client communication, and business 
practices. His MBA provides him with the background and understanding in 
business and he strives to implement good business practice into his everyday 
clinical activities.

Dr. Michael Sturgeon (DVM, MBA)

Dr. Laurie Cook has accepted a 
faculty position in neurology and 
neurosurgery in the Department of 
Veterinary Clinical Sciences and 
began in July. 

Dr. Cook obtained her DVM from 
Texas A&M University in 1998 
before completing an internship at 
the University of Illinois. She 
worked as an emergency 

veterinarian for a year and returned to Texas A&M to 
complete a three-year residency in neurology and 
neurosurgery, which she completed in 2003. Dr. Cook 
has worked at the Maine Veterinary Referral Center, a 
private referral practice specializing in neurology and 
neurosurgery, for almost eight years. She obtained 
board certification by the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine (Neurology) in 2003.

Dr. Cook has clinical interests in medical and surgical 
neurology. She is enthusiastic about returning to 
academia and bringing with her the vast experience she 
has obtained working in a high-volume neurology and 
neurosurgery specialty practice. 

Dr. Laurie Cook (DVM, DACVIM)
Dr. Julie Byron has accepted a 
faculty position in Small Animal 
Internal Medicine in the 
Department of Veterinary Clinical 
Sciences beginning in early 
September.

Dr. Byron received her DVM from 
The Ohio State University in 1998. 
She completed a one-year 
rotating small animal internship at 

VCA-West Los Angeles Animal Hospital and then 
worked as an associate veterinarian in the New York 
Veterinary Hospital. She returned to Ohio State for a 
three-year residency in small animal internal medicine 
combined with an MS graduate program at Ohio State, 
which she completed in 2003 and 2004, respectively. 
She worked in private practice as an associate internal 
medicine specialist at the PetCare Veterinary Hospital 
in Santa Rosa, California and began a faculty position 
at the University of Illinois in 2005.

Her clinical interests include urinary tract diseases, 
including diagnostics such as cystoscopy and 
urodynamic testing to evaluate urinary bladder and 
urethral function. Her research interests include clinical 
and translational studies involving the lower urinary 
tract in dogs and cats.

Dr. Julie Byron (DVM, MS, DACVIM) The Clinical Trials Office at The Ohio State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine continues to organize numerous studies on 
medical issues ranging from heart problems to eye diseases, 
cancer to neurological problems, all in pursuit of life-saving 
discoveries. Remember to consider referring your clients for a 
clinical trial for the newest treatment options available, some of 
which may save your clients money on treatments.

Below are descriptions of new studies in which the Clinical 
Trials Office is currently enrolling patients:

Equine patients diagnosed with osteoarthritis can be enrolled 
in a study to determine if an autologous blood solution can 
reduce lameness in horses. Platelets from blood, while well 
known to be responsible for clotting, also contain a variety of 
growth factors that have been shown to promote wound healing 
and benefit patients with osteoarthritis.

Dogs diagnosed with transitional cell carcinoma (TCC) may be 
eligible for a new study assessing the combination of Palladia 
and vinblastine and whether CT will be more accurate in 
measuring the TCC before and after treatment. Additionally, 
dogs diagnosed with mast cell tumors (MCT) may be eligible for 
a study to determine if canine mast cell tumors with Kit 
mutations respond better to Palladia and whether screening for 
Kit mutations play a role in treatment decision-making.

Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM) is the most common heart 
disease in cats. Cardiology is enrolling cats with HCM and 
congestive heart failure (CHF) for a double-blinded, 
placebo-controlled study to determine if Pimbobendan will 
improve morbidity and mortality.

Additional upcoming studies include one using toceranib plus 
lomustine for the treatment of unresectable canine mast cell 
tumors, conducted by Dr. Cheryl London, as well as a study 
concerning the preclinical comparison of three 
indenoisoquinolone candidates in tumor-bearing dogs, 
conducted by Dr. Bill Kisseberth. 

For more information on these and other studies, further details 
about the Clinical Trials Office, or to see if a patient is eligible 
for a specific study, visit vet.osu.edu/vmc/clinical-trials, or 
contact the Clinical Trials Office directly, via e-mail, at: 
clinicaltrials@cvm.osu.edu.

It is with the deepest regret that we 
inform our College family, friends, and 
colleagues of the untimely passing of 

Dr. Grant S. Frazer in late July, 2011. Those who knew him at Ohio 
State remember him most recently as Director of the Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital, a position he held from December 2006 
through August 2009. He served the college in a variety of 
positions starting in 1991, returning to Australia in 2009. 

“Working collaboratively alongside Grant was a true privilege,” 
said Dr. Rustin Moore, Chair of the Department of Veterinary 
Clinical Sciences. “We faced several budgetary and personnel 
challenges during his time as Director of the Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital, and his tireless work, commitment, and compassionate 
approach helped us through this period of difficult decision-
making. Because of Grant, the Veterinary Medical Center is better 
positioned today and poised for a brighter future. Grant was a 
dear friend, colleague, a mentor to many faculty, staff and 
students, and he will be deeply missed by everyone who had the 
privilege of knowing and working with him.”

To honor Grant’s life and work, the family has established the 
Grant S. Frazer Memorial Scholarship Fund at The Ohio State 
University College of Veterinary Medicine in Columbus, Ohio.

To make a gift in Grant’s honor, please access the following 
website: giveto.osu.edu/frazer or write a check payable to The 
Ohio State University with “GS Frazer Memorial Scholarship” on 
the memo line and/or referenced in an accompanying note or 
letter, and send to:

Development Office
College of Veterinary Medicine

The Ohio State University
1900 Coffey Road

Columbus, OH 43210

The family will be notified of your gift and all correspondence will 
be forwarded to them.

If you have questions about making a contribution or wish to 
make a gift via credit card rather than through the web-link, 
please contact Katie Kostyo at Kostyo.1@osu.edu or (614) 
688-8433.  Other questions or thoughts may be directed to Dr. 
Rustin Moore at Rustin.Moore@cvm.osu.edu.

More complete biographical information about Dr. Frazer is 
available at vet.osu.edu/cvm/dr-grant-s-frazer-memorial-tribute

Welcome New Faculty Clinical Trials O�ceDr. Grant S. Frazer
A Memorial Tribute
(1958 – 2011)
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