
CVM Global Health Quarterly News and Updates: Fall 2011 
 

• Ohio State with its international partners launched the “1st International 
Congress on Pathogens at the Human-Animal Interface (ICOPHAI)”.  

• Ohio State Officials met with President of Ethiopia  
• VPM International Programs hosted USDA Borlaug Fellows from Bulgaria 

and Mexico  
• Annual Retreat of the NIH Fogarty International Program   
• Ohio State students completed Summer Global Service Learning Projects  
• Global Veterinary Medicine and Public Health- Elective Course (VPM 693)  
• Funding Opportunities in Global Health  

o National Institute of Health 
o American Society of Microbiology Opportunities 

 

 
The “1st International Congress on Pathogens at 
the Human-Animal Interface (ICOPHAI): 
Impact, Limitations and Needs in Developing 
Countries” was organized by the Ohio State 
University in partnership with institutes from 
various parts of the world including Asia-Pacific, 
Latin America, Eastern Africa, and the US. The 
congress was held on Sept 15-17, 2011, at the 
United Nations Conference Center, Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. The congress attracted more than 350 registrants from 34 
countries and featured renowned keynote and plenary speakers from Ohio 
State, NIH, International Vaccine Institute and others. In addition to the congress 
two pre-congress and one post congress workshops were organized.  Brazil has 
been selected to host the 2nd ICOPHAI in August or September of 2013. For more 
information on the congress, workshops and social events of the congress, 
please visit http://icophai2011.org. 
 
Ohio State Officials met with President of Ethiopia 

    

Ohio State with its international partners launched   the “1st International 
Congress on Pathogens at the Human-Animal Interface (ICOPHAI)”  



Officials of the Ohio State including Drs. William 
Brustein, Vice Provost for Global Strategies and 
International Affairs; Lonnie King, Dean of College 
of Veterinary medicine and William Saville, Chair 
of Veterinary Preventive Medicine met with 
President of Ethiopia at the National Presidential 
Palace, Addis Ababa on September 17, 2011 and 
discussed on ongoing partnership activities with 
academic and research institutes in Ethiopia and 

other Eastern African countries on sustainable institutional capacity building 
programs OSU-CVM initiated in 2008. Other members of the VPH-Biotech Global 
Consortium from Asia Pacific, Brazil, Europe  and Eastern Africa also joined this 
meeting. 

VPM International Programs hosted USDA Borlaug Fellows from 
Bulgaria and Mexico 

  
VPM International Programs received USDA Borlaug 
funding to host fellows from Bulgaria and Mexico 
from October 17 to December 2, 2011. The main 
objective of the training program was to provide 
hands-on training to enhance the professional skills 
and knowledge of the fellows from Bulgaria and 
Mexico on advanced techniques in the phenotypic 

and genotypic characterization of major food borne pathogens of public 
health significance. In addition the trainees also visited dairy and beef farms, 
slaughterhouse facilities and milk processing plants in and around Columbus. A 
USDA Borlaug branch head, Karen Uetrecht visited CVM on November 29 to 
meet and discuss with the scholars and training program leaders. She was very 
impressed with the training program and feedbacks received from the scholars. 
The training was organized in collaboration with the International Programs in 
Agriculture (IPA). 
 

Annual Retreat of the NIH Fogarty International Program 
     

The NIH Fogarty research and training program: “Molecular 
epidemiology and other key issues in foodborne pathogens in 
Eastern Africa” organized its first year annual retreat in Debre Zeit, 
Ethiopia on September 18th and 19th, 2011.  A total of 24 participants 
(12 program faculty, 4 fellow students and 8 guests-VPH-Biotech 

Global Consortium members) attended. The retreat discussed on the activities 
undertaken during the last one year of the program period and lessons learnt. 
Breakout sessions were organized on key priority areas and trainees. Dissertation 



research project areas, mentorship, potential funding sources and partners were 
identified for each fellow student during the workshop.     
 
Ohio State students completed Summer Global Service Learning 
Research and Service Learning Programs in Africa, Latin America, 
and Asia-Pacific. 

     
Ten OSU students successfully completed Summer Service 
Learning projects in Kenya (2), Ethiopia (4), Tanzania (1), 
Thailand (2) and Brazil (2). The Global Health Program (CVM-
GHP) secured funding from the CVM summer research 
program, Global Gateways and Battelle Endowment for 
Technology and Human Affairs (BETHA) to sponsor 10 students 
from various health science colleges, mainly CVM. Some of 
the projects funding is further matched by the Health Sciences 

Center for Global Health (HSCGH). The students were engaged on field, clinical 
or basic research service learning activities in partnership with students in 
academic, research and/or service providing institutes for a minimum of six 
weeks. Some of the topics in which summer students were engaged include 
toxoplasmosis, rabies, milk safety, salmonellosis and other zoonotic diseases. 
 
Opportunities in Global Veterinary Medicine and Public Health- Elective Course 

(VPM 693), Dec 12-16, 2011 
    The elective course “Opportunities in Global Veterinary Medicine and Public 
Health (VPM 693)” was offered for the 4th time from Dec 12-16, 2011. VPM 693 is 
a preparatory course designed primarily for professional and graduate students 
who plan to engage in global veterinary and public health areas. Opportunities 
in veterinary medicine and public health in the various parts of the world, 
cultural, intellectual and adaptation issues were covered during the one week 
intensive course.  In addition logistics of travel, customs, passport, visa, 
evacuation, insurance and other issues related to pre- and post travel were 
discussed. The class is very interactive and is taught by diverse faculty members 
from all the three departments of CVM. The various units of CVM sponsored a 
cultural lunch from different continents. Additionally, a one day session was 
committed to invited federal agencies such as the US-APHIS; DTRA and CDC to 
discuss career opportunities for future graduates. For more information please 
send an e-mail to molla.7@osu.edu 
 

Funding opportunities – Global Health related 
 

National Institute of Health 



National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Interdisciplinary Research and Training in Global Environmental and 
Occupational Health (GEOHealth) (P20) 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-TW-12-001.html  
 
American Society of Microbiology Opportunities 
v ASM Global Laboratory Capacity Strengthening (LabCap) Program supports 

International Laboratory Capacity in Resource-limited Countries. The ASM 
LabCap Program is dedicated to strengthening laboratory capacity  in 
resource-limited countries and  Create sustainability at national levels 
through quality-assured programs and working with in-country partners. 
http://www.asm.org/international/international-affairs.html 
 

v ASM International Fellowships for Africa, Asia, and Latin American and the 
Caribbean: Funded by ASM these grants offer fellowships to promising young 
investigators in resource limited nations in Africa, Asia or Latin America and 
the Caribbean. http://www.asm.org/asm-international-fellowship-
programs.html 

  
v ASM-PAHO Infectious Diseases Epidemiology and Surveillance Fellowships: 

These  Fellowships provide funding to young scientists from Bolivia, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru who have at least 
five years of laboratory experience in the area of antimicrobial resistance. 
The programs are funded by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
and ASM http://www.asm.org/asm-international-fellowship-programs.html 

 

This e-mail was sent by the CVM Global Health Programs (GHP) office. 
For more information about this news and other GHP issues, please send e-mail 

to: gebreyes@cvm.osu.edu  
 


