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Dr. Maxey Wellman, Professor, Department of Veterinary 
Biosciences, assumed her role as President of the American 
College of Veterinary Pathologists at their annual meeting in 
Seattle in December after having served on the ACVP Council 
for the last 4 years. The ACVP has more than 1,500 members 
in 28 countries with a vision to be an innovative and integral 
contributor to global health solutions by understanding 
disease. The College supports a scholarly journal, Veterinary 
Pathology, which is the official publication of the ACVP, the 
European College of Veterinary Pathologists, and the Japanese 
College of Veterinary Pathologists. The College also organizes 
an annual scientific meeting, which will be in Montreal in 
November, 2013, and will be held jointly with the Society of 
Toxicologic Pathology in Minneapolis in 2015. ACVP manages 
a rigorous board certification examination that is given 
annually, this past year to over 200 candidates in anatomic and 
clinical pathology. Dr. Wellman will be responsible for helping 
the college implement the 2012-2017 strategic plan, which 
includes upholding the high standards of the ACVP certification 
examination, creating and supporting opportunities for 
life-long learning, promoting high level training programs, 

fostering domestic and international strategic partnerships, 
and improving the visibility and impact of veterinary pathology 
within the veterinary profession and the scientific community. 

One of the more specific current initiatives for the ACVP is to 
create a program for maintenance of certification that will 
meet the guidelines recently put forth by the American Board 
of Veterinary Specialties, under the umbrella of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. ABVS now mandates that all 
AVMA recognized veterinary specialty organizations begin a 
program of maintenance of certification and issue time-limited 
certificates to qualified specialists, beginning no later than 
2016. The ACVP has appointed a special task force address 
this issue. The International Veterinary Pathology Coalition 
is a new consortium of veterinary pathologists from many 
different pathology groups throughout the world that have a 
common interest in fostering excellence in pathology. Over 40 
pathologists from 12 different countries attended the coalition 
meeting in Seattle and all are enthusiastic about fostering 
veterinary pathology globally. Dr. Paul Stromberg has been 
instrumental in getting this group together and his extensive 
travel experiences will be very helpful as it moves forward.

ACVP has a very active Student Chapter Committee, recently 
chaired by Dr. Krista LaPerle, who is now a first year Councilor. 
ACVP will be hosting over 90 veterinary students from the 
University of Montreal for a lunchtime session tentatively 
entitled, “Novel (alternative) Therapeutics and their Newly  
Emerging Lesions in Toxicologic Pathology” at the annual 
meeting in Montreal. This year, for the first time, ACVP members 
had the opportunity to participate in a community service 
project at the annual meeting. Lunch was served to the local 
homeless community at the Operation Sack Lunch outdoor 
site. Also for the first time, ACVP provided complimentary 
registration to the local scientific community. Twenty 
scientists from the University of Washington Department of 
Pediatrics and Center for Lung Disease, Benaroya Research 
Institute, Amgen Inc., Charles River Laboratories, and several 
other companies attended the plenary session. The College 
is hoping to continue these opportunities for a community 
service project and corporate outreach at subsequent annual 
meetings. Dr. Wellman looks forward to continuing the strong 
leadership provided by previous ACVP Presidents from our 
college: Steve Weisbrode, President, 2001; Paul Stromberg, 
President, 2006; and Michael Lairmore, President, 2010.
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Dr. Maxey Wellman as the new ACVP President
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For comments or suggestions for our newsletter, please contact 
Ms. Elizabeth Hope, Program Assistant at hope.18@osu.edu 
Department of Veterinary Biosciences.

Sally Henderson 
Please welcome our new PhD 
Candidate / Clinical Pathology 
Resident for the combined 
program, Sally Henderson. 
Sally is an alumna of OSU and 
received her DVM in 2011. She 
followed graduation with a 
one year Small Animal Rotating 
Internship at Cornell and then 
small animal practice in Rhode 
Island. Sally’s research interests 

include oncologic molecular targets and experimental 
therapeutics. Outside of OSU, she enjoys hiking, 
painting, and showing her golden retriever.

Cynthia de Vries

Cynthia de Vries is a Visiting 
Scholar for a 3 month externship 
in the Department of Veterinary  
Biosciences. She was born in 
Dordrecht (the Netherlands) and 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
at the University of Antwerp 
(Belgium) in 2007. She received 
her DVM from Ghent University 
(Belgium) in 2010. After 
veterinary school, she started a residency in Veterinary 
Anatomic Pathology at Ghent University and  is planning to 
take the ECVP board exam in February 2014. Cynthia hopes 
that the different case load, the high number of  seminars, 
and working with very experienced pathologists will be 
very beneficial for her, in order to pass the ECVP board 
exam next year. Welcome Cynthia to VBS!

New Faces in VBS

VBS Highlights for 
January/February Publications: 

Radin MJ, Yu MJ, Stoedkilde L, Miller RL, Hoffert JD, 
Frokiaer J, Pisitkun T, Knepper MA. Aquaporin-2 
regulation in health and disease. Vet Clin Pathol. 2012 
Dec; 41(4):455-70.

Niu, H., Q. Xiong, A. Yamamoto, Mitsuko Hayashi-Nishino, 
and Y. Rikihisa (2012) Autophagosomes Induced by a 
Bacterial Beclin 1-binding Protein Facilitate Obligatory 
Intracellular Infection. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 109:20800-
20807

de Silva S, Hoy H, Hake TS, Wong HK, Porcu P, Wu 
L.Promoter methylation regulates SAMHD1 gene 
expression in human CD4+ T cells. J Biol Chem. 2013 Feb 
20. [Epub ahead of print] 
Abstract link: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23426363
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February is National Heart Disease Awareness Month
 
February is National Heart 
Disease Awareness Month. 
Heart disease is the leading 
cause of death in the United 
States and is a major cause 
of disability. The most 
common heart disease in 
the United States is coronary 
heart disease, which often 
appears as a heart attack. Although heart disease 
is sometimes thought of as a “man’s disease,” it is the 
leading cause of death for both women and men in the 
United States; women account for 52.6% of total heart 
disease deaths. The chance of developing coronary heart 
disease can be reduced by taking steps to prevent and 
control factors that put one at greater risk. Additionally, 
knowing the signs and symptoms of heart attack are 
crucial to the most positive outcomes after having a heart 
attack. Those who have survived a heart attack can also 
work to reduce their risk of another heart attack in the 
future. For more information, go to 
http://www.healthcentral.com/heart-disease/heart-month.html
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