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Dr. Yasuko Rikihisa Named the 2011 OSU Innovator of the Year 
 

Dr. Yasuko Rikihisa, professor in the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences has been named the Ohio 
State University 2011 Innovator of the Year. Dr. 
Caroline Whitacre, vice president in the Office of 
Research, announced the award at the November 
Research Day event held at the Ohio Union. Dr. 
Rikihisa has focused her research career on the 
fundamental understanding of and diagnostic 
platforms for a number of zoonotic tick-borne 
diseases that infect farm animals, dogs, cats, and 
people. Her work has been successfully translated 
into commercial products and services by Ohio State 
licensees, touching millions of companion animals’ 

lives; her work is poised to impact human lives in the near future. Revenues from 
licenses of her intellectual property and assets portfolio have contributed at least 
30 percent of all university commercialization revenue for the past five years and 
have made the College of Veterinary Medicine the leading commercialization 
revenue-producing college during that time. 



Her Ohio State patent portfolio stems from 11 reports of invention, is highly 
relevant to commercial applications and includes 10 U.S. patents, two U.S. 
patents-pending, four foreign-issued patents, and two pending foreign patent 
applications. Dr. Rikihisa has been awarded $16.8 million in research funding 
from the National Institutes of Health and other organizations over the past 22 
years. She has published 251 peer-reviewed scientific papers and 24 book 
chapters in addition to training 50 graduate students and postdoctoral fellows 
from eleven countries. A sought-after speaker, Dr. Rikihisa is a leader in her field, 
serving as both president and vice-president of the American Society for 
Rickettsiology and as a standing member of multiple NIH Study Sections. She is 
an Ohio State Distinguished Scholar, Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and Fellow of the American Academy of Microbiology. 
She received her advanced training at the University of Tokyo and Harvard 
Medical School. 

Dr. Patrick Green Awarded a Pelotonia Idea Grant  

 
Dr. Patrick Green, Professor and Associate Dean for Research 
and Graduate Studies was recently awarded a Pelotonia Idea 
Grant. The project is entitled: “Role of PRMT5 enzyme over 
expression in HTLV-1-driven cellular transformation and 
leukemia.‖ Human T lymphotropic virus type 1 is the causative 
agent of an aggressive adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) that is non-
responsive to current therapies. Mortality is approximately eight 
months from diagnosis. A cellular protein, PRMT5, is a major pro-

survival factor that is upregulated in HTLV-1 tumors as well as in other cancers 
including lymphoma, melanoma, and Epstein Barr virus (EBV) associated 
lymphomas.  
 
The project seeks to: (1) understand how HTLV-1 dysregulates PRMT5 and (2) 
test a new class of drug that targets PRMT5 in a preclinical mouse model of 
human ATL. The goal of this work is to develop a promising therapeutic approach 
for the treatment of ATL. This study is a collaboration between Drs. Patrick 
Green and Robert Baiocchi (Dept of Internal Medicine), both are members of the 
OSUCCC. 
  

This year, the CCC received 50 applications across three categories, including 
Idea, Team Science, and Community Partnership; each underwent independent 
review. From these reviews the applications were scored and ranked. The 
ranking was presented to the senior leadership of the OSUCCC and a funding 
cutoff was determined. Based on this, the OSUCCC will be funding a total of 6 
grants in this current round for a total of approximately $600,000 over a 2 year 
period.  
 

   
 



 
 
Dr. Duncan Russell Accepts Position as Assistant Professor Clinical Track 
 

Dr. Russell joined the department in 2009 as a clinical 
instructor and after achieving board certification in Veterinary 
Anatomic Pathology by the ACVP, was converted to an 
auxiliary clinical assistant professor (2010), providing 
teaching and service roles formerly held by Dr. Steven 
Weisbrode (now Professor Emeritus). We are delighted that 
Duncan has now joined the ranks of regular faculty, starting 
September of this year. Duncan received his veterinary 
medical education at the University of Glasgow, Scotland, 
and anatomic pathology residency training at Cornell 
University. Dr. Russell’s contributions to teaching, service, 

scholarship, and a positive culture have been immense, with exemplary student 
evaluations of his instruction. Collaborative research efforts in cardiovascular 
pathology, both within and outside the college have been initiated. He currently 
serves as team leader of the senior veterinary medical student rotation in applied 
pathology and organizes the joint VCS/VBS conferences in cardiovascular 
pathology and oncology. Dr. Russell completes a core of three teaching and 
service intensive faculty positions that are primarily responsible for autopsy and 
surgical biopsy services along with the professional and graduate student 
education that is supported by these activities.  
 
 
Dr. Jeff Reiswig Joins the Anatomy Teaching Team as an Auxiliary 
Assistant Professor (Clinical) 
 

Dr. Reiswig has long contributed to the teaching of freshmen 
veterinary medical students in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine, both in the anatomy of the dog and horses. With 
the expansion of class size from 140 to 160, there was an 
increased need for quality instructional support and we are 
fortunate that Dr. Reiswig was interested in helping shoulder 
that responsibility. He obtained both a DVM and PhD from 
the Ohio State University and subsequently left for a career 
in private practice, where he has become one of the few 
professionals to become board certified in equine dentistry 
(EqFAVD). Students have routinely commented on the value 

that Dr. Reiswig brings in terms of relaying clinical applications of anatomy. We 
are indeed privileged that he is able to devote more time to teaching for autumn 
and winter quarters. 



 
 
Dr. Thomas Rosol Completed His Trade Mission to China and Chaired an 
External Expert Review Panel 
 

 
 
(OSU Gateway Office (Shanghai): Phil 
Long, Adella Ma, Tom Rosol, and Chris 
Johnson, left to right) 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Tom Rosol recently completed a visit and trade mission to China with Dr. Phil 
Long and Chris Johnson (Veterinary Pathology Services, Inc., Cincinnati). Visits 
were made to seven contract research organizations (CROs) in Beijing, 
Shanghai, and Suzhou (Pharmaron, Wuxi Apptec, Medicilon, Instem, 
Pharmalegacy, Covance, and Frontier Biosciences). The purpose was to reach 
out to veterinary pathologists, toxicologic pathologists, and toxicologists for 
potential research and educational collaborations with OSU and the CVM. Dr. 
Rosol also met with Ms. Adella Ma (OSU business graduate) and staff members 
of the OSU Gateway in Shanghai. The Gateway office facilitates collaborations 
between OSU faculty and Chinese governmental, educational, and industrial 
institutions. Ms. Ma was excited to learn about the CVM and our programs since 
there is a current collaboration with Bright Food in China that focuses on food 
development and food safety.  
 
In addition, Dr. Rosol chaired an external expert review panel (with Drs. Joe 
Kornegay, University of North Carolina and Harry Dickerson, University of 
Georgia) for the clinician scientist training program at the Center for Comparative 
Medicine and Translational Research at North Carolina State University. This 
training program was funded by NIH and specifically targets individuals with a 
DVM degree who have completed specialty training and are working towards a 
PhD. Research projects emphasize comparative and translational themes and 
trainees participate in multidisciplinary research efforts. 
 
Alumni Visit the Department 

 
Seven alumni of the Department of 
Veterinary Pathobiology (now part of 
Veterinary Biosciences) visited in 
October to both reminisce and learn of 
new developments and future plans for 
the college and department. Those 
visiting (see attached photo) include 



Gary Kociba (far left), who completed his pathology training and PhD in 1971 and 
achieved board certification in both veterinary clinical and anatomic pathology. 
Dr. Kociba enjoyed a 30 year career as a faculty member in Veterinary 
Pathobiology/Veterinary Biosciences and served a term as President of the 
American College of Veterinary Pathologists. Ed Hoover (second from left) 
completed his PhD and anatomic pathology training in 1970. Dr. Hoover was 
faculty at Ohio State until 1979, at which point he was recruited to Colorado State 
University where he currently is a University Distinguished Professor and Chair of 
the Department of Microbiology, Immunology and Pathology. John Shadduck 
(third from left) completed his anatomic pathology training and PhD in 1967 and 
continued as a faculty member. His academic career subsequently included roles 
as Professor of Comparative Pathology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School (Dallas), Chair of the Department of Veterinary Pathobiology and 
then Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas A&M University. Robert 
Jacoby (fourth from left) completed his anatomic pathology training and PhD in 
1969 at which point he began an academic career at Yale, where he rose 
through the ranks to become Professor of Comparative Medicine. Sandy Bishop 
(third from left) completed his anatomic pathology training and PhD in 1968. After 
serving seven years as a faculty member in the department, he was recruited to 
the Department of Pathology in the School of Medicine and Dentistry at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham; he served as professor for the remainder 
of his career. Hugh Black (second from right) completed his anatomic pathology 
training and PhD in 1971 and then began a career in industry that culminated in 
his role as Senior Vice President of Drug Safety and Metabolism for the 
Schering-Plough Corporation. Ed Fowler (far right) also completed his research 
and residency training in the department and then moved into an industry career 
of toxicological pathology with Bushy Run Research Center. 
 
The alumni were hosted by Mike Oglesbee (Interim Chair) and had the 
opportunity to meet with Lonnie King (dean) and small groups of VBS faculty and 
students. This was a Saturday affair and the group enjoyed the opportunity to 
explore both their old haunts and our new facilities. 
 
Visiting Scholar in Department of Veterinary Biosciences 
 

Paulo Ricardo Dell’Armelina Rocha is a visiting scholar 
in Department of Veterinary Biosciences. He graduated 
in Veterinary Medicine from the Federal University of 
Mato Grosso, Cuiaba Campus, Brazil in 2009. He 
started a PhD program in Veterinary Sciences at Turin 
University, Italy in January 2010. As part of his PhD 
program, he is required to go abroad for at least three 
years to explore research opportunities. For the next 
five months, he will be learning more about 
comparative pathology, especially neuropathology with 
special attention to the pathogenesis of infectious 



agents that may affect the brain. We are happy to welcome Ricardo to the 
College of Veterinary Medicine! 
 
Selected Publications, Panel discussion, Awards: 
 
Publications: 
 
Zimmerman B, Sargeant A, Landes K, Fernandez SA, Chen CS, Lairmore MD. Efficacy 
of the novel histone deacetylase inhibitor, AR 42, in a mouse of, human T-lymphotropic 
virus type 1 adult T cell lymphoma. Leuk Res. 2011 Jul 28. 
 
Kumagai Y, Matsuo J, Cheng Z, Hayakawa Y, Rikihisa Y. c-di-GMP signaling regulates 
intracellular aggregation, sessility, and growth of Ehrlichia chaffeensis. Infec Immun. 
2011 Jul 25. 
 
Panel discussion:  
 
On Oct. 20, Dr. Nong Inpanbutr was invited as a panelist on the topic: ―Promotion to full 
professor for women in the sciences.‖ The Project CEOS, The Women's Place and the 
Office of Academic Affairs co-sponsored the panel discussion for women in the STEM 
disciplines to provide career advice that will expedite promotion to full professor. 
 
Awards:  
 
Jessica Simmons was awarded another grant for her proposal ―Wnt Signaling in 
Prostate Cancer Bone Metastases‖. This grant is from the Department of Defense (DoD) 
Prostate Cancer Research Program (PCRP). 
 
 
Staff Feature: Jody Sneddon  
 

Jody Sneddon joined Veterinary Biosciences as a Medical 
Laboratory Technologist in the Comparative Pathology & 
Mouse Phenotyping Shared Resource (CPMPSR) in 
September. She comes to us with over 24 years of valuable 
experience in clinical pathology laboratories at Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital, and with certifications as a Medical 
Technologist and a Specialist in Hematology from the 
American Society of Clinical Pathologists [MT(ASCP)SH]. 
Her expertise includes routine and special hematology, 
coagulation, test development, quality control, regulatory 
compliance, and customization/implementation of laboratory 
information systems. Jody is not new to the Buckeye Family 
– she earned her Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology 
from OSU and her husband Jeffrey is Assistant Director of 

Transplant Clinical Systems at the OSU Medical Center. When she’s not working in the 
CPMPSR, Jody’s two teenage sons and their activities keep her very busy!! The 
CPMPSR lab is in VMAB 467/471. She can be reached by phone at 7-8122 or by email 
at Sneddon.4@osu.edu. 

mailto:Sneddon.4@osu.edu


Announcements: 

Complete the Your Plan for Health Personal Health Assessment by 11/30! 

November 30 is the last day for benefits-eligible faculty and staff to complete the 2011 
Your Plan for Health (YP4H) PHA to ensure you receive the full 2012 PHA Medical Plan 
Premium Credit of $360.After completing your PHA, earn up to an additional $125 
through the YP4H Faculty & Staff Incentive Program by tracking health-related activities.  
Spouses and same-sex domestic partners (SSDPs) enrolled in a university medical plan 
can receive a $100 debit card by completing the PHA by November 30. For more 
information, go to: www.YourPlanForHealth.com  

 
Wellness News: November Is Diabetes Awareness Month 
 
November is Diabetes Awareness Month—a time to shine a spotlight on a serious 
disease that leads to potentially life-threatening complications such as heart disease, 
stroke, kidney disease, blindness, and amputation. Diabetes is a disease in which the 
body does not produce or properly use insulin. Insulin is a hormone that is needed to 
convert sugar, starches and other food into energy needed for daily life. The cause of 
diabetes continues to be a mystery, although both genetics and environmental factors 
such as obesity and lack of exercise appear to play roles. There are 23.6 million children 
and adults in the United States, or 7.8% of the population, who have diabetes. While an 
estimated 17.9 million have been diagnosed with diabetes, unfortunately, 5.7 million 
people (or nearly one quarter) are unaware that they have the disease.  
 
For more information in diabetes, go to: http://www.diabetes.org/in-my-
community/programs/american-diabetes-month/  

 

For comments or suggestions for our newsletter, please contact Ms. Elizabeth Hope, 
Program Assistant at hope.18@osu.edu Department of Veterinary Biosciences. 
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