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Dr. Michael Emerman Honored with the Center for Retrovirus Distinguished 
Research Career Award 

The 12th Annual Center for 
Retrovirus Research 
Distinguished Career Award was 
presented to Dr. Michael 
Emerman of the Human Biology 
Program at the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center on 
Thursday April 7th.  Dr. Emerman 
grew up in Columbus, Ohio and 
received his B.S. in Biochemistry 
at The Ohio State University. He 
obtained his Ph.D. in Cellular and 
Molecular Biology at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1986 under the guidance of Dr. Howard 
Temin, a 1975 Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine. While there, he used 
retroviruses to study how gene control elements could interfere with one another.  

During his graduate student years, HIV, the virus responsible for causing AIDS 
was discovered, and Dr. Emerman continued postdoctoral training at the Pasteur 



Institute in Paris to work with its co-discoverer, Luc Montagnier (2008 Nobel 
Laureate in Physiology or Medicine). During that time, Dr. Emerman 
characterized HIV-2 and discovered the function of one of the key regulatory 
genes of HIV-1. Since 1989, Dr. Emerman has been a Member of the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center (FHCRC) in Seattle, Washington and an 
Affiliate Professor in the Departments of Microbiology and Global Health at the 
University of Washington.  

His keynote seminar was entitled "Evolution of Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
Host Interactions‖.  Dr. Emerman was recognized for his contributions to 
understanding the molecular and cellular biology of HIV and AIDS. Dr. 
Emerman's visit was sponsored by the Center for Retrovirus Research, 
Departments of Veterinary Biosciences and Molecular Virology, Immunology and 
Medical Genetics, Public Health Preparedness for Infectious Diseases Program, 
and the Comprehensive Cancer Center Viral Oncology Program. 

See a summary of previous award winners: vet.osu.edu/retrovirus-
research/award: http://vet.osu.edu/retrovirus-research/award 

2011 College of Veterinary Medicine Research Week Highlights 
 
This year, the College’s Annual Advances in Veterinary Medicine Research Day 
was expanded to ―Research Week‖ and took place April 11 – 14, 2011.  97 
posters were on display, 80 of which showed research work of graduate 
students, residents, interns, and veterinary students. 
 
Eight $500 Travel Award were distributed. The awards are to be used to attend a 
scientific meeting of the recipient’s choice to present his/her research.  The travel 
awards were sponsored by the College’s Alumni Society, Fischer Scientific, the 
Center for Clinical and Translational Science, and the Public Health 
Preparedness for Infectious Diseases Program. 
 
VBS Graduate Students Awardees: 

 
Immunology and Infectious Diseases: Dhohyung Kim, for his poster 

presentation, ―Insights into the regulatory mechanism controlling the inhibition of 
vaccine-induced seroconversion by maternal antibodies.‖  His mentor is Dr. 
Stefan Niewiesk of the Department of Veterinary Biosciences. 
 
Molecular and Cellular Biology:  Rami Doueiri, for his poster presentation, 
―Identification of the functional domains and cellular binding partners of human t-
cell leukemia virus type 2 p28 protein.‖ His mentor is Dr. Patrick Green of the 
Department of Veterinary Biosciences. 
 
 
 

http://vet.osu.edu/retrovirus-research/award


(Two Awards – Tie):   
 
Structure/Function:  Blake E. Hildreth III, for his poster presentation, ―Effects of 
deletion of the mid-region, nuclear localization sequence (NLS), and C-terminus 
of parathyroid hormone-related protein (PTHrP) on the osteogenic, adipogenic, 
chondrogenic, and myogenic differentiation of murine mesenchymal stem cells 
(MSC).‖  His mentors are Drs. Tom Rosol and Ramiro Toribio of the Department 
of Veterinary Biosciences and Veterinary Clinical Sciences. 
 
Structure/Function: 

Lyn Wancket, for her poster presentation, ―Protective effects of MAPK 
phosphatase 1 (MKP-1) during acute acetaminophen toxicity.‖ Her mentor is Dr. 
Yusen Liu of the Departments of Veterinary Biosciences and the Center for 
Perinatal Research, The Research institute at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 
 
Epidemiology and Applied Research:, Beth Chaffee for her poster 

presentation, ―An orthopedic xenograft model of osteosarcoma with metastasis.‖ 
Her mentor is Dr. Matthew Allen of the Department of Veterinary Clinical 
Science. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Ian Davis Invited to Present at the TechConnect 2011 Conference  

 
Dr. Ian Davis, Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Veterinary Biosciences has been invited to present 
―Treatment of Influenza Virus-Mediated Lung Injury: Blocking 
the A1-Adenosine Receptor‖ at the TechConnect Summit to 
be held in Boston June 14-16, 2011.The TechConnect 
Summit is one of the largest multi-sector gatherings 
(nanotech, cleantech, life sciences) of technology IP, 
technology ventures, industrial partners, and investors in the 
world. The purpose of the Summit is to bring together the 
world’s leading technology transfer offices, companies, and 



investment firms to locate promising technologies and early stage companies 
from across the globe.  
 
For more information, go http://www.techconnectworld.com/Summit2011/ 
 
2011 Phi Zeta Manuscript Award Winner: Dr. Chelsea Martin 

 

Dr. Chelsea Martin, postdoctoral fellow and graduate of Dr. 
Thomas Rosol’s lab, won the national Phi Zeta Manuscript 
award. She was selected as the winner of the Basic 
Sciences Category with her paper entitled: "Zoledronic acid 
reduces bone loss and tumor growth in an orthotopic 
xenograft model of osteolytic oral squamous cell carcinoma‖. 
She will receive $1,000 and a plaque. The Phi Zeta Society 
is a veterinary honors society whose purpose is to recognize 
and promote scholarship and research in matters pertaining 
to the welfare and diseases of animals. Congratulations, 
Chelsea on this great accomplishment! 

 
Selected Publications & Awards: 
 
Publications:  
 
Coleman CM, Spearman P, Wu L. Tetherin does not significantly restrict dendritic cell-
mediated HIV-1 transmission and its expression is up regulated by newly synthesized 
HIV-1 Nef. Retrovirology. 2011 Apr 19; 8(1):26 
http://www.retrovirology.com/content/8/1/26 
 
Aeffner F, Traylor ZP, Yu EN, Davis IC.Double-stranded RNA induces similar pulmonary 
dysfunction to respiratory syncytial virus in BALB/c mice. Am J Physiol Lung Cell Mol 
Physiol. 2011 Apr 8. [Epub ahead of print] 
 
Awards: Lisa Berman-Booty received a student travel award for $1000 to attend the 

Society of Toxicologic Pathology 2011 annual meeting in Denver, CO (June 19-23). 
 

 
Staff Feature: Melissa Joy Hicks  

 
Mellissa Hicks is a first-year graduate student in Dr. Jim DeWille's 
lab. Hicks earned her undergraduate degree from West Virginia 
Wesleyan College where she majored in molecular 
biology/biotechnology and played varsity volleyball.  Despite 
earning her undergraduate degree out-of-state, Hicks is a 
Columbus native and a Buckeye through-and-through. She is 
currently working on the role of mouse microphages in the link 
between inflammation and cancer.  In her free time, Hicks enjoys 
playing volleyball, racquetball, mountain biking, and spending time 
outdoors. We are all happy to have Melissa in the VBS family! 

 

http://www.techconnectworld.com/Summit2011/
http://www.retrovirology.com/content/8/1/26


Announcements: 

Learn How to Succeed Financially: Budgets Don’t Work—Now What? 

Tuesday, May 17 from 12-1 Office of Human Resources  
1590 N. High Street Suite 430, Room 425 
 
Presenter: Todd Gourno, Senior Partner, Prospera Financial Group 
This seminar shows strategies for maximizing OPERS/STRS pensions.  
Topics include: Social Security, long-term care, investment risk, and how to develop a 
retirement income plan. 
 
2011 Operation Feed: May 4 – May 19 

This annual community-wide food drive to help feed homeless and 
low-income residents in central Ohio is held on the Columbus 
campus. Operation Feed is sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Foodbank 
and helps collect critically needed, non-perishable food for 
distribution to hundreds of food pantries and soup kitchens 
throughout 20 central Ohio counties. All food and money donated is 
used to provide nutritious meals for children, senior citizens, and 

families who need assistance during the year. 

For more information about how you can support this important community outreach 
project, please contact Priscilla Vitelli, Lead Coordinator at vitelli.1@osu.edu. 
 
Annual Veterinary Medicine Open House May 21 
 

Plan to attend the College of Veterinary Medicine Annual Open House from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Saturday (5/21) at 1900 Coffey Road. Learn about animal care and the many roles 
veterinarians play in public health and biomedical research. Presentations on topics from 
animal behavior to careers in veterinary medicine will be held throughout the day. 
Activities are designed for all ages. Read more: http://vet.osu.edu/annualopenhouse 

Wellness News: May is Skin Cancer Awareness Month 

Skin cancer is one of the most common types of cancer, with over one million people 
diagnosed each year! When you're having fun outdoors, it's easy to forget how important 
it is to protect yourself from the sun. Unprotected skin can be damaged by the sun's 
ultraviolet (UV) rays in as little as 15 minutes. Yet it can take up to 12 hours for skin to 
show the full effect of sun exposure. Even if it's cool and cloudy, you still need 
protection. UV rays, not the temperature, do the damage. Clouds do not block UV rays; 
they filter them—and sometimes only slightly. Remember to plan ahead, and keep sun 
protection handy in your car, bag, or child's backpack. For more information, go to 

http://www.skincancerprevention.org/   

For comments or suggestions for our newsletter, please contact Ms. Elizabeth Hope, 
Program Assistant at hope.18@osu.edu Department of Veterinary Biosciences. 
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